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Independent Study Project
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Australia: Sustainability and Environmental Action

This syllabus is representative of a typical semester. Because courses develop and change over time to take
advantage of unique learning opportunities, actual course content varies from semester to semester.

Course Description

The Independent Study Project (ISP), the culmination of the program, provides the student
with the opportunity to undertake an in-depth study of a particular environmental or
sustainability issue in Australia. During ISP, students directly apply the concepts and skills
developed in the RME course. The Sustainability and Environmental Action course provides
the intellectual background necessary for the successful completion of the ISP. The ISP is a
unique opportunity for undergraduate students to conduct original, independent research;
undertake an internship; or produce a creative work related to sustainability.

Learning Outcomes
Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:

o Select, design, and implement an individual project that investigates a particular
ecological, environmental or sustainability issue
Use effective field study methods and techniques to gather data
Integrate and analyze information from a variety of primary and secondary sources
Communicate the results of a study in both a written report and an oral presentation
Apply relevant ethical concepts in undertaking field research

The ISP Process

e Students need to start thinking about ISP topics from the start of the semester

e Early in the semester they will submit an initial topic idea to the Academic Director.
Based on the nature of this topic an ISP advisor will be assigned. The advisor will
typically help guide students in such things as the development of the topic, finding
appropriate contacts and background materials, identifying appropriate methodologies
and techniques, analyzing data and organizing the paper.

e During the first nine weeks of the program students will work with their advisors to
develop an appropriate topic and to identify local resource people. It is not the role of
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the advisor to develop the topic for students, but rather to act as a guide. Initial ideas
could come from articles in the local media, seminar lectures or readings or discussions
with visiting lecturers.

e Prior to the ISP period students will develop an ISP proposal as part of the Research
Methods course. They must submit an acceptable proposal and get ethics approval
prior to commencing fieldwork.

e Students have five weeks to first conduct background research, and then collect and
analyze data, write the paper or produce an alternative product and prepare an oral
presentation.

e Typically a student undertaking a research project will spend the first week doing
background research and preparing for data collection. Weeks 2 & 3 are spent
collecting data, week 4 analyzing data and organizing the paper, and week 5 writing the
paper and preparing an oral presentation.

Academic and Ethical Integrity

Students must respect, protect, and promote the rights and the welfare of all those affected by
their work by doing everything in their power to protect the dignity and privacy of the people
with whom they conduct field study. Likewise, respect, care and attention should be given to
protecting, conserving, and restoring the natural environment.

e In the course of field study, complex relationships, misunderstandings, conflicts, and the
need to make choices among apparently incompatible values are constantly generated.
The fundamental responsibility of students is to anticipate such difficulties to the best of
their ability and to resolve them in ways that are compatible with the principles stated
here. If a student feels such a resolution is impossible, or is unsure how to proceed,
s/he should consult as soon as possible with the Academic Director and Project Advisor
and discontinue the field study until some resolution has been achieved.

e The rights, interest, safety, and sensitivities of those who entrust information to students
must be safeguarded. The right of those providing information to students either to
remain anonymous or to receive recognition is to be respected and defended. It is the
responsibility of students to make every effort to determine the preferences of those
providing information and to comply with their wishes.

e Students must acknowledge the help and services they receive. They must recognize
their obligation to reciprocate in culturally and environmentally appropriate ways.

e To the best of their ability, students have an obligation to assess both the positive and
negative consequences of their field study. They should inform individuals and groups
likely to be affected of any possible consequences relevant to them that they anticipate.

e Students must not represent as their own work, either in speaking or writing, materials
or ideas, directly taken from other sources. They must give full credit in speaking or
writing to all those who have contributed to their work.

e Students must read the policies and procedures for review of research with human
subjects contained in the program handbook and, if necessary, apply for LRB or IRB
approval.
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Assignments and Evaluation

Assignment Descriptions and Grading Criteria

Students will be graded on the ISP paper (and in the case of internships, the internship
performance; and in the case of creative projects, the creative piece) and their oral
presentations. Grades for the paper are assigned by the AD in consultation with the ISP
advisor, while the oral presentation is graded by the AD.

The criteria for grading a research ISP paper will be:
1) Content (80%)
a) quality of title, abstract and acknowledgements (5%)
b) quality of study question & degree of usefulness / justification for study (5%)
c) quality of background/introduction (10%)
d) methods (5%)
e) quality of presentation of results (10%)
f) depth of analysis (15%)
g) appropriate conclusions (10%)
h) evidence of appropriate effort in data collection (20%)
2) Technical (20%)
a) organization, writing, spelling, punctuation, referencing, maps & diagrams

The criteria for grading an internship paper will be:
1) Content (80%)

a) quality of title, abstract and acknowledgements (5%)

b) description of the work undertaken (including dates and hours) (15%)

c) background (History of the organization, the work it does and how it fits in the context of
similar organizations both in Australia and internationally, how it advances
sustainability) (20%)

d) observations and impressions of the organization and its role (20%)

e) What students learnt from the experience and how they could apply what they learnt
upon their return to the United States (20%)

2) Technical (20%)
a) organization, writing, spelling, punctuation, referencing, maps & diagrams

The internship paper will be graded by the advisor and will count for half the ISP grade, with
the other half being assigned by the AD based on feedback on the student’s performance in
the internship organization.

The criteria for grading a creative ISP paper will be:
1) Content (80%)
a) quality of title, abstract and acknowledgements (5%)
b) goals and justification of the study (including how it relates to sustainability) (5%)
¢) introduction and background (including how the work fits into the body of Australian
work in this field) (10%)
d) methods (5%)
e) description and explanation of creative piece and how it relates to sustainability (10%)
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2)

f) critical analysis and evaluation of the creative work (20%)

g) conclusion (5%)

h) evidence of effort (20%)

Technical (20%)

a) organization, writing, spelling, punctuation, referencing, photos & diagrams

For creative ISPs, half the grade is based on the quality of the creative work itself and the
other half on the quality of the accompanying paper. Both grades are assigned by the advisor.

The criteria for grading creative ISPs (including an accompanying statement and title) will be:

Concepts (understanding / adoption / relevance) — To what extent were relevant
sustainability concepts used as a basis for the creative work? Are these concepts well
expressed and embodied in the work? Does the work show a good understanding of these
issues and concepts? (30%)

Aesthetics/Technical Quality (engagement / beauty / artistic technique) - How skillfully has
the student used the particular medium chosen? How technically good is it? How well will it
engage audiences?  (30%)

Educational value (understandability / motivation / call to action) — How effective could the
creative work be in effecting social change? Does it have a clear message? How
understandable would this message be to its intended audience? How motivating or
transforming is it likely to be? (30%)

Potential for Use (acceptance by gallery / publisher / client) — To what use is the creative
work being put? Has it been accepted by a client/organization/gallery and used in some
way? Is it on public display or in use? If not, is there potential for it to be published or could
there be a practical use for this creative piece?  (10%)

Oral Presentations

The criteria for grading all oral presentations will be:

1)

2)

3)
4)

Presentation (20%)

a) clear voice/wording: concise or rambling? (5%)
b) effective use of visual aids (10%)

c) level of enthusiasm (5%)

Organization (20%)

a) clear logic (10%)

b) good ordering (5%)

c) effective use of time (5%)

Content (see below) (50%)

Q&A, peer evaluations (10%)

a) quality of answers given to questions following the presentation (5%)
b) quality of questions asked (5%)

Criteria for grading Content (#3 above)

For a research project:
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guality of study question & degree of usefulness / justification for study (5%)
quality of background/introduction (10%)

methods (5%)

quality of presentation of results (10%)

depth of analysis (15%)

appropriate conclusions (5%)

For an internship:

e description of the work undertaken (10%)

e background (History of the organization, the work it does and how it fits in the context of
similar organizations both in Australia and internationally, how it advances
sustainability) (15%)

e observations and impressions of the organization and its role (15%)

e What students learnt from the experience and how they could apply these lessons upon
return to the United States (10%)

For a creative project the content grade will be made up of:
e goals and justification of the study (including how it relates to sustainability) (5%)
e introduction and background (including how the work fits into the body of Australian
work in this field) (10%)
e methods (5%)
e description and explanation of creative piece and how it relates to sustainability (15%)
e critical analysis and evaluation of the creative work (15%)

Assessment
ISP Paper 75%

ISP Oral Presentation 25%

Attendance and Participation

Due to the nature of SIT Study Abroad programs, and the importance of student and instructor
contributions in each and every class session, attendance at all classes and for all program
excursions is required. Criteria for evaluation of student performance include attendance and
participation in program activities. Students must fully participate in all program components
and courses. Students may not voluntarily opt out of required program activities. Valid reasons
for absence — such as illness — must be discussed with the academic director or other
designated staff person. Absences impact academic performance, may impact grades, and
could result in dismissal from the program.

Late Assignments
SIT Study Abroad programs integrate traditional classroom lectures and discussion with field-
based experiences, site visits and debriefs. The curriculum is designed to build on itself and

Copyright © School for International Training. All Rights Reserved. 5



progress to the culmination (projects, ISP, case studies, internship, etc.). It is critical
that students complete assignments in a timely manner to continue to benefit from the
sequences in assignments, reflections and experiences throughout the program.

No incompletes are possible except for serious and substantiated medical reasons notified to
the AD prior to the due date.

Grading Scale

94-100% A
90-93% A-
87-89% B+
84-86% B
80-83% B-
77-79% C+
74-76% C
70-73% C-
67-69% D+
64-66% D
below 64 F

Program Expectations

e Show up prepared. Be on time, have your readings completed and points in mind for
discussion or clarification. Complying with these elements raises the level of class
discussion for everyone.

e Have assignments completed on schedule, printed, and done accordingly to the
specified requirements. This will help ensure that your assignments are returned in a
timely manner.

e Ask questions in class. Engage the lecturer. These are often very busy professionals
who are doing us an honor by coming to speak.

e Comply with academic integrity policies (no plagiarism or cheating, nothing unethical).
e Respect differences of opinion (classmates’, lecturers, local constituents engaged with
on the visits). You are not expected to agree with everything you hear, but you are
expected to listen across difference and consider other perspectives with respect.

SIT Policies and Resources

Please refer to the SIT Study Abroad Handbook and the Policies section of the SIT website for
all academic and student affairs policies. Students are accountable for complying with all
published policies. Of particular relevance to this course are the policies regarding: academic
integrity, Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), research and ethics in field

Copyright © School for International Training. All Rights Reserved. 6


https://studyabroad.sit.edu/Student-Handbook/
https://studyabroad.sit.edu/admitted-students/policies/

study and internships, late assignments, academic status, academic appeals, diversity and
disability, sexual harassment and misconduct, and the student code of conduct.

Please refer to the SIT Study Abroad Handbook and SIT website for information on important
resources and services provided through our central administration in Vermont, such as
Library resources and research support, Disability Services, Counseling Services, Title 1X
information, and Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion resources.
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https://studyabroad.sit.edu/admitted-students/student-resources/
https://studyabroad.sit.edu/health-safety-and-well-being/disability-services/
https://studyabroad.sit.edu/health-safety-and-well-being/counseling-and-mental-health/
https://studyabroad.sit.edu/health-safety-and-well-being/sexual-safety-title-ix/
https://studyabroad.sit.edu/health-safety-and-well-being/sexual-safety-title-ix/
https://studyabroad.sit.edu/health-safety-and-well-being/social-identity/

