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Urban Politics and Development 
DVST-3500 (4 credits) 

 
International Honors Program (IHP)  

Cities in the 21st Century 
 

This syllabus is representative of a typical semester. Because courses develop and change over time to take 

advantage of unique learning opportunities, actual course content varies from semester to semester.  

 
History, as nearly no one seems to know, is not merely something to be read. And it does 

not refer merely, or even principally, to the past. On the contrary, the great force of history 

comes from the fact that we carry it within us, are unconsciously controlled by it in many 

ways, and history is literally present in all that we do. It could scarcely be otherwise, 

since it is to history that we owe our frames of reference, our identities, and our aspirations. 

And it is with great pain and terror that one begins to realize this. In great pain and terror one 

begins to assess the history which has placed one where one is, and formed one's point of 

view. in great pain and terror because, thereafter, one enters into battle with that historical 

creation, Oneself, and attempts to re-create oneself according to a principle more humane 

and more liberating: one begins the attempt to achieve a level of personal maturity and 

freedom which robs history of its tyrannical power, and also changes history 

(James Baldwin, 1965: 722) 

 
 

Course Description 
The Urban Politics and Development (P+D) course is designed to equip you with conceptual 
and contextual tools to understand how cities have developed as they have, and to critically 
engage with the challenges they face. In other words, during the course of the semester we 
will focus on the ‘why’ and ‘how’ cities are spaces of social tensions, multiple forms of violence 
and dystopian visions, while simultaneously spaces of creativity, aspirations and alternative 
futures.  We will pay particular attention to these interlocking frames:  

• Power → What economic, social, and political factors (local, national, and 
international) shape the development/organization of unequal cities?  

• People → How are different actors involved (or excluded) in the creation, maintenance, 
and functioning of urban environments? Whose knowledge/voices are considered 
relevant or worthy in the discussion of what the city could/should be? 

• Place → What are the specific types of material outcomes and particular alternatives 
that inform and define different territories between/ within cities.  
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In order to understand how global historical processes have shaped cities we will visit, this 
course will focus on the current expression of (racialized) global capitalism. Particularly, we will 
emphasize the types of political frameworks deployed to naturalize and justify current notions 
of (urban) development. While we will discuss a variety of issues during the semester (social 
and spatial inequalities, governance, insurgency, citizenship, etc.), the “neoliberal project” (and 
particular expressions of racial capitalism) will be a common thread connecting the cities we 
will visit. This common thread will provide us with a lens for ‘reading’ the city and critically 
assessing promises, failures, and possibilities for subverting the current global urban order. In 
this sense, this course will provide broad frames of analysis that will help us ask questions and 
understand that forms of social inequality and barriers for people to improve the basic living 
conditions are not natural occurrences but deeply contested processes. Similarly, we will 
explore the motivations and implications of insurgent actions in efforts to build more just and 
equitable cities. The goal is not necessarily ‘finding the solution’, but to understand the 
historical complexity of the problems and the strategies and practices people deploy.  
 
Understanding Urban/ Global Inequality and Insurgency 
We live in in times of astounding wealth production and grotesque social and economic 
inequities. According to OXFAM International (2022), 252 men have more wealth than all 1 
billion women and girls in Africa and Latin America and the Caribbean. Since the COVID-19 
pandemic, “the wealth of the 10 richest men have doubled, while the incomes of 99% of 
humanity are worse off” (OXFAM, 2022). This is not limited to the ‘global south’. In the United 
States, “in 2021, the overall rate of poverty was 11.6%, which represented 37.9 million 
individuals” (Rank, 2023: 32). However, these figures only represent a broad quantitative 
image. Behind the numbers there are lives that have to contend on a daily basis with violence, 
indifference and empty promises. It is in this sense that it can be argued that we live in times in 
which mainstream political narratives have difficulty explaining the persistence of inequalities, 
violence, oppression. In spite of the evidence of a political economy that benefits and 
privileges certain sectors of society, we still believe on the imaginaries of benevolent 
globalization, responsive institutions, (liberal) democracy, and the endless opportunities of 
capitalism (de Sousa Santos, 2017). If we want to build and live in more just and equitable 
cities, we need to better understand the historical and structural causes (and material 
outcomes) of global inequities, and the underlying logic that informs the reproduction of 
narratives and political institutions that insist there are no alternatives. In order to understand 
why and how this has been happening we cannot rely simply on the current ‘façade’ of cities, 
but need to understand the historical processes and forces that shaped (and are shaping) 
them.  
 
In addition to the analysis of the social/spatial (re)production of inequalities, this course aims to 
highlight and explore the variety of political and economic alternatives being practiced around 
the world: from broad bold ideas to build a different world, institutional reconfigurations, and 
radical practices. These practices –ranging from holding government accountable to their 
constitutional mandates to challenging the status quo through occupation of abandoned 
buildings– come from people that because of their situation or condition have been forced to 
develop creative alternative ways of managing their resources, spaces and communities 
(Simone & Pieterse, 2017). As such, cities are not only important sites for discussing social 
and economic dynamics across the planet, but also sites from which residents challenge the 
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current political and economic order: the demands for truly inclusive and democratic forms of 
citizenship; the inherent promise of cities to access to collective consumption of 
goods/services; and the everyday practices that inform alternative urban spaces. These are 
some of the basic frameworks that allow us to locate cities such as New York, Buenos Aires, 
Barcelona, and Cape Town both in terms of issues that connect them and features that make 
them unique. 
 
Learning Outcomes  
Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:  
  

• build an analytical framework examining how intellectual currents of analysis become 
a political project, and how political projects that become common sense have material 
implications in the spatial/social organization of cities--or the normative ideals of what 
cities should be and do.  

• learn to critically understand how seemingly ‘marginal’, ‘radical’ or “innocuous” 
practices provide powerful insights into thinking about alternative policy/political 
frameworks.  

• experience, observe, understand, and respond to the multi-scalar impacts and 
manifestations of government policy, citizen action, and regional and global forces on 
the development of the city. 

• engage with the analytical frames of people, power and place through discussion, 
dialogue, and observation in reflective and substantive ways, towards effectively 
evaluating multiple, often contradictory sources; 

• develop critical assessment and analytical skills to connect theory to practice to 
outcomes in order to formulate one’s own position on course-related concepts, 
including development, democracy, and citizenship. 

• interrogate our political positionality as we learn about the choices and challenges 
other actors face in their particular historical contexts. This means that while we are 
learning about “others” we are drawing lessons about our own social contexts.  

 
Language of Instruction  
This course is taught in English, but students will be exposed to vocabulary related to course 
content through in-country expert lectures and field visits in a wide range of venues and regional 
locales. 
 
Instructional Methods 
The course will use a combination of lecture presentations, seminar discussions, group work, 
and individual projects. Classroom time will be complemented with neighborhood and site 
visits, debriefings, and synthesis sessions that will allow us to connect formal classroom 
discussions with your own experiences. This is what we call experiential learning. The 
intention is to create a learning community where students actively contribute ideas and 
questions, and everyone helps and challenges everyone else to learn. The readings are 
designed as a springboard to frame in-class discussions about what we experience in a 
particular city.  The course aims to make the most of the richness and variety of the classroom 
and experiential learning opportunities. The assignments involve looking at particular political 
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and social issues in the cities visited as a way for gathering and analyzing primary data from 
field sources. 
 
Assignments and Evaluation 

 
Assignment Descriptions and Grading Criteria  
 
 
1) Paper - ‘Reading the city through a concept’ (15%)  Spain 
Concepts are devises that aim to make sense of complex processes and situations. In other 
words, they are devices to ‘read’ the city. For this short paper (1000 words maximum), you will 
select an image (that you have taken or you downloaded online --as long as you provide the 
source of the image) and explore how the image allow you to illustrate a particular concept we 
have discussed (from BA or BCN). Specifically, you will make an argument about how the 
image illustrates the concept and discuss aspects of the image (as evidence) that helps you 
support the argument.  
 
2) Paper - ‘Concepts as devices for comparison’ (30%)  South Africa 
During the semester we engaged with different concepts that attempted to provide insights into 
the particularities of cities and a broad framework that allowed for meaningful comparisons. 
For this final paper, you will select a particular concept (a list will be provided) and reflect on 
how the concept allows you to make comparisons between at least two of the cities we visited. 
The paper will include the following: 1) a presentation of the concept and how you interpret it; 
2) a central argument in which you take a position in relation to concept and cities; 3) 
presentation of aspects of each of the cities (at least 2) that evidence how the concept allows 
you to make meaningful comparison.. 
 
3) Reading matrix (20%)  Argentina, Spain 
IHP is an intense program. Things will move fast and information will become a blur as we 
move along. The reading matrix is intended as a tool to establish a strategy of systematizing 
the readings we will discuss during the semester (concepts, arguments, evidence) that should 
be of use for your group research. You are encouraged to write the matrix right after you do 
the reading, but will submit the complete matrix at the end of each country (i.e. before we leave 
for the airport). The matrix will contain (at least) the following: 
o Author/ title of reading 
o Main argument of the reading 
o Evidence presented (or how the author(s) support the argument 
o Meaningful quotes (as they relate to your group main research ideas) 
o General reflections on the reading (think of reactions that could be useful in shaping 
your group research project). 
 
4) Position papers (25%) Argentina, Spain, South Africa. (Sessions 2-10) 
The position paper will be a short (no more than one page) paper in which you take a stance in 
relation to the argument presented in one of the readings for a session. The basic elements of 
the position paper will be:  

o What is the main argument made by the author(s)? 
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o Discuss the evidence presented in relation to the argument.  
o Take a position (support – critique) in relation to the argument/ evidence and explain 

why you take that position.  
You will write 4 position papers during the semester (at least 1 in each country). In order to 
avoid everyone submitting the paper for the same session, you will submit the position paper 
according to your number in the group (the corresponding numbers are next to the session 
titles). Those that submit a position paper according to their number will lead small group 
discussion related to the reading comments and (if time allows) to the other readings.  
You will submit the position paper before 8pm the night before the session (docx format). This 
will be the basis for the discussion and debate: the different positions in relation to the 
arguments presented by the authors we read, and the type of experiences (site visits, guest 
lectures, your own CA research, etc.) we have been having in the particular country. 
 
5) Participation (10%) 
Participation should be critically reflective (think about what you have been experiencing), 
intellectually present (listen to the comments of others and help in the production of a 
collective dialogue), and dynamically interactive (comments that relate to the readings and 
experiences).This includes active involvement in lectures, readings, discussions and 
excursions using the following criteria: 

• Attendance - promptness to class and positive presence in class. 

• Active Listening - paying attention in class and during field excursions, asking 
appropriate questions, showing interest and enthusiasm (this includes body language), 
entertaining contradictory perspectives, taking notes. 

• Involvement in Class Discussions - either in small or large groups, sharing knowledge. 
This means challenging yourself to speak up if you usually don't, and also means 
allowing others to speak if you are a person who tends to dominate class discussions. 

• Group Accountability – positive participation in the group during field excursions and 
classes; not keeping others waiting. 

• Displaying Respect – culturally appropriate interaction with hosts, SIT program staff, SIT 
lecturers and communities.] 

 
Assessment 

Papers - 45% 
Reading matrix - 20%  
Position Papers - 25% 
Participation - 10% 
 

Attendance and Participation  
Due to the nature of SIT Study Abroad programs, and the importance of student and instructor 
contributions in each and every class session, attendance at all classes and for all program 
excursions is required. Criteria for evaluation of student performance include attendance and 
participation in program activities. Students must fully participate in all program components 
and courses. Students may not voluntarily opt out of required program activities. Valid reasons 
for absence – such as illness – must be discussed with the academic director or other 
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designated staff person. Absences impact academic performance, may impact grades, and 
could result in dismissal from the program.      
 
 
Late Assignments  
SIT Study Abroad programs integrate traditional classroom lectures and discussion with field-
based experiences, site visits and debriefs. The curriculum is designed to build on itself and 
progress to the culmination (projects, ISP, case studies, internship, etc.). It is critical 
that students complete assignments in a timely manner to continue to benefit from the 
sequences in assignments, reflections and experiences throughout the program.    
Example:  Students may request a justified extension for one paper/assignment during the 
semester. Requests must be made in writing and at least 12 hours before the posted due date 
and time.  If reason for request is accepted, an extension of up to one week may be granted at 
that time. Any further requests for extensions will not be granted. Students who fail to submit 
the assignment within the extension period will receive an ‘F’ for the assignment.    
 
 
Grading Scale 
 
94-100%  A  
90-93% A-  
87-89% B+  
84-86% B  
80-83% B-  
77-79% C+  
74-76% C  
70-73% C-  
67-69% D+  
64-66% D  
below 64 F  
 
 
Program Expectations 

• Show up prepared. Be on time, have your readings completed and points in mind for 
discussion or clarification. Complying with these elements raises the level of class 
discussion for everyone.   

• Have assignments completed on schedule, printed, and done accordingly to the 
specified requirements. This will help ensure that your assignments are returned in a 
timely manner.   

• Ask questions in class. Engage the lecturer. These are often very busy professionals 
who are doing us an honor by coming to speak.  

• Comply with academic integrity policies (no plagiarism or cheating, nothing unethical).    

• Respect differences of opinion (classmates’, lecturers, local constituents engaged with 
on the visits). You are not expected to agree with everything you hear, but you are 
expected to listen across difference and consider other perspectives with respect.   
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• Required readings are available to students via Moodle. Students are expected to 
complete the specified readings by each Politics and Development faculty session and 
to reference readings in discussions as well as essays. In addition, students are 
encouraged to make use of thematic readings (available upon request) and IHP in-
country libraries and to investigate local resources, including news media. Students are 
also encouraged to find and share supplementary resources. 

 
SIT Policies and Resources 
 
Please refer to the SIT Study Abroad Handbook and the Policies section of the SIT website for 
all academic and student affairs policies. Students are accountable for complying with all 
published policies. Of particular relevance to this course are the policies regarding: academic 
integrity, Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), research and ethics in field 
study and internships, late assignments, academic status, academic appeals, diversity and 
disability, sexual harassment and misconduct, and the student code of conduct. 
 
Please refer to the SIT Study Abroad Handbook and SIT website for information on important 
resources and services provided through our central administration in Vermont, such as 
Library resources and research support, Disability Services, Counseling Services, Title IX 
information, and Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion resources. 
 
 
Course Schedule 
 
*Please be aware that topics and excursions may vary to take advantage of any emerging events, to 
accommodate changes in our lecturers’ availability, and to respect any changes that would affect student safety. 
Students will be notified if this occurs 

 
New York City: 27 August – 7 September 
 
Session 1: Introduction to studying urban inequities: space and racial capitalism 
The global transformation of the political and economic infrastructure has had a profound 
impact in the structure and organization of cities throughout the world. In this session, we will 
present some of the main guiding ideas that will shape our discussions during the semester: 
inequalities and inequities; racial capitalism and its relation to urban space, the implications of 
(post)Fordism (international division of labor) on urban transformations. 

• Dantzler, Prentiss, Elizabeth Korver-Glenn & Junia Howell. 2022. “Introduction: What 
does racial capitalism have to do with cities and communities?” City & Community. Vol. 
21, No 3, Pp. 163–168. 

• Vormann, Boris. 2015. “Toward an infrastructural critique of urban change: 
Obsolescence and changing perceptions of New York City's waterfront”. City: Analysis 
of Urban Trends, Culture, Theory, Policy, Action. Vol. 19, No 2-3, Pp. 356-364. 

• Miller, Jessica Ty. 2020. “Temporal analysis of displacement: Racial capitalism and 
settler colonial urban space”. GeoForum. Vol. 116, Pp. 180-192.  

 
 

https://studyabroad.sit.edu/Student-Handbook/
https://studyabroad.sit.edu/admitted-students/policies/
https://studyabroad.sit.edu/admitted-students/student-resources/
https://studyabroad.sit.edu/health-safety-and-well-being/disability-services/
https://studyabroad.sit.edu/health-safety-and-well-being/counseling-and-mental-health/
https://studyabroad.sit.edu/health-safety-and-well-being/sexual-safety-title-ix/
https://studyabroad.sit.edu/health-safety-and-well-being/sexual-safety-title-ix/
https://studyabroad.sit.edu/health-safety-and-well-being/social-identity/
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Further reading: 

• Busà, Alessandro. 2017. The Creative Destruction of New York City: Engineering the City 
for the Elite. Oxford University Press.  

• Rucks-Ahidiana, Zawadi. 2022. “Theorizing gentrification as a process of racial capitalism”. 
City & Community. Vol. 21, No 3, Pp. 173-192. 

• Schwartz, Scott. 2022. “Nekronology: The end of the future at the Hudson Yards”. 
Antipode. Vol. 54, No 5, Pp. 1345-1669. 

• Ansfield, Bench. 2020. “The broken windows of the Bronx: putting the theory in its place”. 
American Quarterly. Vol. 72, No 1, Pp. 103-127. 

• Lang, Steven & Julia Rothenberg. 2017. “Neoliberal urbanism, public space, and the 
greening of the growth machine: New York City’s High Line park” Environment and 
Planning A: Economy and Space. Vol. 49, No 8, Pp. 1743-1761. 

 
Buenos Aires: 8 September – 6 October 
For generations, Buenos Aires has been seen and represented as the ‘Paris of Latin America’ 
and in many ways represented what prosperity and modernity could look like in Latin America. 
However, the legacies of a vicious military dictatorship, a recent (and a current) economic 
crisis also make Buenos Aires an ideal city to explore the (re)production of inequalities, and 
how people live in/through and challenge those inequalities. The questions that will guide the 4 
sessions in Buenos Aires are: 

o What have been the historical process that shaped the (re)production of inequalities in 
the global south? What have been the spatial/social manifestations of these historical 
processes in Buenos Aires? 

o How concepts of ‘monopoly rent’ and ‘bordering’ allow us to better read inequities 
affecting particular bodies/ territories?  

o How thinking about (and through) the production of borders allow us to see 
intersectionality of historical, social and materials urban issues? 

 
Session 2: Cities of the ‘global south’ in context (1-5) 
As you will experience during the semester, cities of the ‘global south’ share many similarities 
with US and European cities. However, there are also historical particularities that define each 
city. In this session, we will build on the discussion about the transformation to a post-fordist 
(1970s) system of production as a way to establish some of the common trends (policies, 
actors, material outcomes, etc.) that have shaped cities in the so-called global south or third 
world. 

• Bayat, Asef. 2000. “From `dangerous classes' to `quiet rebels': Politics of the urban 
subaltern in the Global South”. International Sociology. Vol. 15, No 3, Pp. 533-557. 

• Chronopoulos, Themis. 2011. “The neoliberal political-economic collapse of 
Argentina and the spatial fortification of institutions in Buenos Aires, 1998–2010”. 
City: Analysis of Urban Trends, Culture, Theory, Policy, Action. Vol. 15, No 5, Pp. 
509-531. 

 
Further reading: 

• Rodríguez, María Carla & María Mercedes Di Virgilio. 2016. “A city for all? Public 
policy and resistance to gentrification in the southern neighborhoods of Buenos 
Aires”. Urban Geography. Vol. 37, No 8, Pp. 1215-1234. 
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• Sheppard, Eric. 2014. “Globalizing capitalism and southern urbanization”. In S. 
Parnell & S. Oldfield (eds.) The Routledge Handbook on Cities of the Global South. 
Routledge. Pp. 146-154. 

• Simone, AbdouMaliq. 2020. “Cities of the Global South”. Annual Review of 
Sociology. No 46, Pp. 603–622. 

• González-Pérez, Jesús Manuel, Clara Irazábal, & Rubén Camilo Lois-González 
(eds.) 2022. The Routledge Handbook of Urban Studies in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. Routledge.  

 
Session 3: (Re)Producing social/spatial inequality: selling and consuming (in) the city 
(6-10) 
A common thread that unites all cities we are visiting is the ways in which the built environment 
expresses and (re)produces social inequalities. While in the previous sessions we discussed 
macro processes, in this session we will focus on how social/spatial inequalities are produced, 
in terms of the types of social imaginations (political actions and practices) that inform how we 
see the city as something ‘natural’ or what it should be / do. Specifically, we will look through 
the lens of ‘monopoly rent’ to discuss how the logic of capital (accumulation) produces and 
perpetuates social and spatial inequities. The purpose is to provide a broad framework that 
could be used to explain the social / material differences between/ within cities.  

• Harvey. David. 2012. “The art of rent”. In Rebel Cities: From the Right to the City to 
the Urban Revolution. Verso. Pp. 89-112. 

• Lederman, Jacob. 2020. “Turning to culture in times of crisis” In Chasing World-
Class Urbanism: Global Policy Versus Everyday Survival in Buenos Aires. University 
of Minnesota Press. Pp. 27-45. 

 
 
Further reading: 

• Bertelli, Lucrecia. 2021. “What kind of global city? Circulating policies for ‘slum’ 
upgrading in the making of world-class Buenos Aires”. Environment and Planning A: 
Economy and Space. Vol. 53, No 6, Pp. 1293–1313. 

• Dinardi, Cecilia. 2015. “Unsettling the role of culture as panacea: The politics of 
culture-led urban regeneration in Buenos Aires”. City, Culture and Society. Vol. 6, No 
2, Pp. 9-18. 

• Jajamovich, Guillermo. 2016. “Historicizing the circulation of urban policies through 
career paths analysis: Barcelonian experts and their role in redeveloping Buenos 
Aires' Puerto Madero”. Iberoamericana. No 62, Pp. 167-183. 

• Sternberg, Carolina. 2023. “Redevelopment frontiers in Buenos Aires”. In Neoliberal 
Urban Governance: Spaces, Culture and Discourses in Buenos Aires and Chicago. 
Palgrave Macmillan. Pp. 27-41. 

• Carrascosa, Joaquín. 2023. “Class inequalities in access to social capital in the 
metropolitan area of Buenos Aires”. Social Networks. Vol. 72, Pp. 59-69.  

 
Session 4: Living with social/spatial inequities: bordering (11-14) 
Inequalities can be understood through analysis of space and the correlations with bodies, 
activities/ practices, interactions and historical forces. In this session, we will analyze how 
those people at the margins of the political and economic mainstream negotiate their living 
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conditions.  In other words, we will focus on the production of borders as a method to think 
about of how historical forces (discussed the previous session) have implications on particular 
groups of people and territories. Concomitantly, borders are another way of talking about 
citizenship and theme we will explore in subsequent sessions.  

• Mezzadra, Sandro & Brett Neilson. 2013. “The proliferation of borders” In Border as 
Method, or, The Multiplication of Labor. Duke University Press. Pp. 1-19.  

• Sassen, Saskia. 2006. “Multiple interactions between legality and recognition”. In 
Territory, Authority, Rights: From Medieval to Global Assemblages. Princeton University 
Press. Pp. 294-303.  

• Barbero, María. 2020. “Etiquetados: migrant youth, criminalization, and everyday 
mobility in Buenos Aires”. Ethnic and Racial Studies. Vol. 43, No 9, Pp. 1618-1632. 

 
Further reading: 

• Bastia, Tanja, & Jerónimo Montero Bressán. 2018. “Between a guest and an okupa: 
Migration and the making of insurgent citizenship in Buenos Aires’ informal 
settlements”. Environment and Planning A: Economy and Space. Vol. 50, No 1, Pp. 31-
50. 

• Morrison, Ian. 2023. “‘Otherness as a condition of citizenship’: Alterity, extimacy and 
citizenship after orientalism”. Citizenship Studies. Vol. 27, No 3, Pp. 406-421. 

• Isin, Engin. 2002. Being Political: Genealogies of Citizenship. University of Minnesota 
Press.  

• Gayles, Prisca. 2023. “¿Qué vendes morena?: unpacking the bodily territorialization of 
black women in Buenos Aires”. Gender, Place & Culture: A Journal of Feminist 
Geography. Vol. 30, No 3, Pp. 439-459. 

• Sutton, Barbara. 2008. “Contesting racism: Democratic citizenship, human rights, and 
antiracist politics in Argentina”. Latin American Perspectives. Vol. 35, No 6, Pp. 106–
121.  

 
Session 5: Living with and challenging social/spatial inequities: intersectional 
perspectives on ‘work’ and social reproduction (15-18) 
To think about labor/work issues, is to reflect not only on how people make a living, but also 
about differences in relation to access to housing and services, environmental conditions, 
social reproduction, and the practices aimed at improving material and social conditions (or 
“lives deemed worth living”). In this session, we will discuss the increasing precarization of 
work, the implications of precarization to social reproduction, and the practices at the folds of 
the global/urban economy. 

• Mezzadri, Alessandra. 2022. “The informal labours of social reproduction”. Global 
Labour Journal. Vol 11, No 1, Pp. 156-161. 

• Sobering, Katherine. 2022. “When work disappears” In The People's Hotel: Working for 
Justice in Argentina. Duke University Press. Pp. 3-13 

• Sternberg, Carolina Ana. 2013. “From ‘cartoneros’ to ‘recolectores urbanos’: The 
changing rhetoric and urban waste management policies in neoliberal Buenos Aires”. 
GeoForum. No 48, Pp. 187-195.  

 
Further reading: 
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• Benjamin, Solomon, Alioscia Castronovo, Luci Cavallero, Cristina Cielo, Véronica Gago, 
Prince Guma, Rupali Gupte, Victoria Habermehl, Lana Salman, Prasad Shetty, 
AbdouMaliq Simone, Constance Smith, João Tonucci. 2022. “Urban popular 
economies: territories of operation for lives deemed worth living”. Public Culture. Vol. 
34, No 3, Pp. 333–357. 

• Recalde, Aranzazu. 2015. “Renegotiating family and work arrangements while caring 
abroad: Paraguayan and Peruvian women in Argentina”. In M. Kontos & G. Bonifacio 
(eds) Migrant Domestic Workers and Family Life. Palgrave Macmillan. Pp. 189-210. 

• Clare, Nick. 2020. “Multiplying labour, multiplying resistance: Class composition in 
Buenos Aires’ clandestine textile workshops”. Antipode. Vol. 52, No 3, Pp. 742-763.  

• Breman, Jan & Marcel van der Linden. 2014. “Informalizing the economy: The return of 
the social question at a global level.” Development and Change. Vol 45, No 5, Pp. 920–
940. 

• Mason-Deese, Liz. 2016. “Unemployed workers’ movements and the territory of social 
reproduction”. Journal of Resistance Studies. Vol. 2, No 2, Pp. 65-95. 

 
 
Barcelona: 7 October – 5 November  
Barcelona became a world-renowned city after hosting the 1992 Olympics and the 
development of what became the ‘Barcelona model’ of urban development. This urban 
governance model became a reference to other cities in the world in relation to urban 
marketing and attracting investment. Simultaneously, the city has been an important center of 
radical practices that have permeated how the municipal government functions. In the 
Barcelona sessions we will address the following questions: 

o What was/is the ‘Barcelona model’ about and how it relates to a particular form of urban 
governance?  

o How radical/insurgent practices came about (in response to an ideal of entrepreneurial 
governance) and what have been the outcomes of these practices? How historical 
legacies (memories) of radical political practices inform present efforts?  

o How the “performative practices of staging equality” becomes a means to challenge the 
“order of the sensible”? 

o Given the tension between the normative ideal of the ‘Barcelona model’ and radical 
practices, where to racialized migrant fit in?  

 
Session 6: A political economy of urban governance (1-6) 
The perceived need to build competitive/global/world-class cities requires particular forms of 
governance (i.e. logic and scope of institutional organization and action) that express a 
‘common sense’ of the expectations of what the city should be, should do, and for whom. In 
this session we will explore elements of the “Barcelona model” of urban regeneration and 
competitiveness focusing on the underlying logic of the model and the material outcomes. 

• Harvey, David. 2001. “From managerialism to entrepreneurialism: the transformation in 
urban governance in late capitalism”. In Spaces of Capital: Towards a Critical 
Geography. Routledge. Pp. 345-368. 

• Blanco, Ismael, Yunailis Salazar & Iolanda Bianchi. 2020. “Urban governance and 
political change under a radical left government: The case of Barcelona”. Journal of 
Urban Affairs. Vol. 42, No 1, Pp. 18-38. 



 

Copyright © School for International Training. All Rights Reserved.     12 

 
Further reading: 

• Feenstra Ramón & Simon Tormey. 2023. “From social mobilisation to institutional 
politics: Reflecting on the impact of municipalism in Madrid and Barcelona”. Social 
Movement Studies. Vol. 22, No 1, Pp. 80-98. 

• Enright, Theresa & Ugo Rossi. 2018. “Locating the political in late neoliberalism”. In T. 
Enright & U. Rossi (eds.) The Urban Political: Ambivalent Spaces of Late Neoliberalism. 
Palgrave MacMillan. Pp. 1-15. 

• Degen, Mónica & Marisol García. 2012. “The transformation of the ‘Barcelona Model’: 
An analysis of culture, urban regeneration and governance”. International Journal of 
Urban and Regional Research. Vol.36, No 5, Pp. 1022-1038. 

• Schragger, Richard. 2016. City Power: Urban Governance in a Global Age. Oxford 
University Press.  

• Eshuis, Jasper & Erik-Hans Klijn. 2017. “City branding as a governance strategy”. J. 
Hannigan & G. Richards (eds.) The Sage Handbook of New Urban Studies. Sage. Pp. 
92-105. 

 
Session 7: Of ‘politics’ and ‘the political’: institutional formations and promises of 
citizenship (7-12) 
We live in times in which the ‘formal architecture of liberal democracy’ is still in place, but 
increasingly those institutions do not seem to work on behalf of the principles (promises) of 
equality and emancipation. In many cases, the institutions of liberal democracy seem to be 
circumvented or bulldozed by powerful interests, that are presented as fundamental to 
democracy. In this session we will discuss the legacies and practices of Barcelona’s “insurgent 
urbanism” as a way to understand how forms of politization beyond the state are aiming to 
create the conditions to revive the principles and ideals of democratic societies. 

• Swyngedouw, Erik. 2017. “Insurgent urbanity and the political city”. In M. Moshsen 
(Ed.) Ethics of the Urban: The City and the Spaces of the Political. Lars Müller 
Publishers. Pp. 46-57. 

• Sánchez Belando, Maria Victoria. 2017. “Building alternatives to the creative turn in 
Barcelona: The case of the socio-cultural centre Can Batlló”. City, Culture and 
Society. Vol. 8, Pp. 35-42. 

 
Further reading: 

• Enright, Theresa & Ugo Rossi. 2018. “Desiring the common in the post-crisis 
metropolis: Insurgencies, contradictions, appropriations”. In T. Enright & U. Rossi 
(eds.) The Urban Political: Ambivalent Spaces of Late Neoliberalism. Palgrave 
Macmillan. Pp. 45-60.  

• Pradel-Miquel, Marc. 2017. “Crisis, (re-)informalization processes and protest: The 
case of Barcelona”. Current Sociology. Vol. 65, No 2, Pp. 209-221. 

• D’Adda, Gabriele. 2021. “Urban mobilizations and municipal policies to un-make 
housing precarity: The Barcelona experiments”. City: Analysis of Urban Change, 
Theory, Action. Vol. 25, No 5-6, Pp. 740-763. 

• Eizaguirre, Santiago, Marc Pradel-Miquel & Marisol García. 2017. “Citizenship 
practices and democratic governance: ‘Barcelona en Comú’ as an urban citizenship 
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confluence promoting a new policy agenda” Citizenship Studies. Vol. 21, No 4, Pp. 
425-439. 

• Martinez, Miguel. 2019. Squatters in the Capitalist City: Housing, Justice, and Urban 
Politics. Routledge.  

 
 
Session 08: Othering in the radical city: citizenship, race and migrants in the city (13-18) 
In spite of the accolades of the ‘Barcelona model’, many of the residents of the city --
particularly immigrants from African and Latin America-- continue to struggle. Senegalese and 
Bangladeshi ‘manteros’ or Ecuadorean domestic workers are part of the thousands of migrants 
who struggle to make a living and define what it means to be ‘integrated’ in their own terms. 
Can you be ‘integrated’ in ‘exclusionary’ ways? In this session we will discuss the promises of 
migration, the social and material realities of living in a ‘new’ society’ and the ways racialized 
and excluded subjects create political spaces.  

• Azarmandi, Mahdis & Piro Rexhepi. 2022. “Decolonial migrant claims to the metropole: 
views from two Mediterranean cities”. In N. Ha & G. Picker (eds.) European Cities: 
Modernity, Race and Colonialism. Manchester University Press. Pp. 171-187. 

• Alford, Matthew, Uma Kothari, Laura Pottinger. 2019. “Re-articulating labour in global 
production networks: The case of street traders in Barcelona”. Environment and 
Planning D: Socety and Space. Vol. 37, No 6, Pp. 1081-1099.  

 
Further reading: 

• Álvarez Martínez-Conde, Catalina, Clara E lena Romero Boteman, Karina Fulladosa 
Leal & Marisela Montenegro. 2020. “Memories of the struggles for the rights of 
immigrant women in Barcelona”. Critical Social Policy. Vol. 40, No 2, Pp. 215–233. 

• Poblet Denti, Gabriela. 2015. “Invisibility, exploitation, and paternalism: Migrant latina 
domestic workers and rights to family life in Barcelona, Spain”. In M. Kontos & G. 
Bonifacio (eds) Migrant Domestic Workers and Family Life. Palgrave Macmillan. Pp. 
88–106. 

• Parella, Sònia, Clara Piqueras & Carlota Solé. 2023. “Destination Barcelona: migration 
processes in a historical and contemporary perspective”. Ethnic and Racial Studies. Vol. 
46, No 11, Pp. 2294-2314. 

• Suarez, Maka. 2022. “‘The best investment of your life’: Mortgage lending and 
transnational care among Ecuadorian migrant women in Barcelona. Ethnos: Journal of 
Anthropology. Vol. 87, No 1, Pp. 133-151. 

• Zontini, Elisabetta. 2004. “Immigrant women in Barcelona: Coping with the 
consequences of transnational lives”. Journal of Ethnic and Migration Studies. Vol. 30, 
No 6, Pp. 1113-1144.  

‘Reading the city through a concept’ paper – DUE  
 
 
Cape Town: 6 November – 9 December  
Cape Town manifests both the long-term implications of state-sanctioned inequalities and the 
continued challenges of building more just and equitable cities. Like other cities in South 
Africa, Cape Town evidences how the abrogation of a legal system (apartheid) is not 
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necessarily enough to dismantle the (social and physical) infrastructure that informed the daily 
practices of apartheid. In Cape Town the sessions will address the following questions: 

o What are the social and material legacies of state-sanctioned discrimination and 
racism? 

o How does infrastructure become a contemporary expression of the long history of 
exclusion and discrimination?  

o What are the potentials/limits of state actions and citizens practices in building more just 
and equitable cities?  

o What could be our roles in these processes?  
 
Session 9: Promises, hopes, and deceptions of post-Apartheid urbanism: citizenship 
and infrastructure (1-9) 
With the formal end of Apartheid (or the start of democracy) in 1994, many South Africans 
hoped and expected that with the abrogation of institutionalized racialize oppression better 
living conditions would ensue. However, the promise of a more just country (and cities) are still 
to materialize extensively, giving way to disappointments and frustrations. The readings for this 
session explore different aspects of daily life that have perpetuated forms of segregation and 
oppression of the majorities of South Africans: from ‘waiting for the State to deliver on its 
constitutional promises, the ‘techno-politics of infrastructure’ and the obstacles to ‘dignified or 
fulfilling’ employment.   
 

• von Schnitzler, Antina. 2018. “Infrastructure, Apartheid technopolitics, and temporalities 
of ‘transition’”. In N. Anand, A. Gupta & H. Appel (eds.) The Promise of Infrastructure. 
Duke University Press. Pp. 133-154. 

• Webb, Christopher. 2021. “’These aren’t the jobs we want’: youth unemployment and 
anti-work politics in Khayelitsha, Cape Town”. Social Dynamics: A Journal of African 
Studies. Vol. 47, No 3, Pp. 372-388. 

• Oldfield, Sophie & Saskia Greyling. 2015. “Waiting for the state: a politics of housing in 
South Africa”. Environment and Planning A: Economy and Space. Vol. 47, No 5, Pp. 
1100-1112. 

 
 
Further reading: 

• Magubane, Zine. 2004. “The revolution betrayed? Globalization, neoliberalism, and the 
post-Apartheid state”. South Atlantic Quarterly. Vol. 103, No 4, Pp. 657-671. 

• Naidoo, Kiasha. 2023. “Between racial madness and neoliberal reason: metonymic 
contagion in apartheid biopower”. Social Dynamics: A Journal of African Studies. Vol. 
49, No 1, Pp. 116-129.  

• Nengomasha, Calvin. 2021. “Post-apartheid cities in South Africa: A mirage of 
inclusivity”. In H. Magidimisha-Chipungu & L. Chipungu, (eds) Urban Inclusivity in 
Southern Africa. Springer. Pp .163–191. 

• Hudson, Peter. 2019. “The reproduction of racial inequality in South Africa: The colonial 
unconscious and democracy”. In V. Satgar (ed.) Racism After Apartheid: Challenges for 
Marxism and Anti-Racism. Wits University Press. Pp. 158-172. 
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• Visser, Gustav & Anele Horn. 2021. “Cape Town: Living closer, yet, somehow further 
apart”. In A. Lemon, R. Donaldson, G. Visser (eds.) South African Urban Change Three 
Decades After Apartheid. Springer. Pp. 17–33. 

 
Session 10: Fear of the ‘other’: criminalization and violence in the persistently 
segregated city (10-18) 
In spite of all the efforts and struggle to build just and equitable cities, the manufacturing of fear 
of ‘the other’ becomes a political means to avoid confronting inequities. Thus, in this session 
we will discuss the tension that connect all the cities we have visited: the mechanisms to vilify 
and/or criminalize certain actors and their quiet (and at times not so quiet) strategies to gain 
some access to the fundamental promise of the city of living a dignified life.  

• Forde, Susan. 2022. “The violence of space and spaces of violence: Peace as violence 
in unequal and divided spaces”. Political Geography. Vol. 93, 8pp 

• Schuermans, Nick. 2013. “Ambivalent geographies of encounter inside and around the 
fortified homes of middle-class whites in Cape Town”. Journal of Housing and the Built 
Environment. Vol. 28, No 4, Pp. 679–688.  

 
Further reading: 

• Killander, Magnus. 2019. “Criminalising homelessness and survival strategies through 
municipal by-laws: colonial legacy and constitutionality”. South African Journal on 
Human Rights. Vol. 35, No 1, Pp. 70-93. 

• Dehkordi, Sara. 2020. “’Cleaning’ the streets: Urban development discourse and 
criminalisation practices”. In Segregation, Inequality, and Urban Development: Forced 
Evictions and Criminalisation Practices in Present-Day South Africa. Pollux. Pp. 97-153. 

• Graham, Stephen. 2009. “Cities as battlespace: The new military urbanism”. City: 
Analysis of Urban Trends, Culture, Theory, Policy, Action. Vol. 13, No 4, Pp. 383-402 

• Bénit-Gbaffou, Claire, Sophie Didier & Marianne Morange. 2008. “Communities, the 
private sector, and the State: Contested forms of security governance in Cape Town 
and Johannesburg”. Urban Affairs Review. Vol. 43, No 5, Pp. 691-717. 

• Vigneswaran, Darshan. 2014. “The contours of disorder: crime maps and territorial 
policing in South Africa”. Environment and Planning D: Society and Space. Vol. 31, No 
1, Pp. 91-107. 

 
Session 11: Thinking and acting for/in the future 
After 4 months and 4 cities, the question remains, what can we do with all that we’ve learned 
and experienced? Are we more hopeful or pessimistic about the role of cities in shaping the 
kind of society we want? What kind of cities do we want? The city we want may or may not 
share the principles, processes and/or outcomes of the people you met during the semester. 
How do we negotiate that? And, probably most important, where do we stand/fit in these 
processes?  

• Táíwò, Olúfẹ́mi. 2022. “The point is to change it”. In Elite Capture: How the Powerful 
Took Over Identity Politics (And Everything Else). Haymarket Books. Pp. 92-97. 

• Zinn, Howard. 2018. “The Possibility of Hope”. In You can't be Neutral on a Moving 
Train: A Personal History. Beacon Press. Pp. 190-200. 
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Further reading: 

• Wilson Gilmore, Ruth. 2022. Abolition Geography: Essays Towards Liberation. Verso.  

• Boudreau, Julie-Ann. 2017. “Why and how do we become politically engaged? 
Discordant moments, mobility practices and continuity with everyday life”. In Global 
Urban Politics: Informalization of the State. Polity Press. Pp. 85-96. 

• Zeiderman, Austin & Katherine Dawson. 2022. “Urban futures: Idealization, 
capitalization, securitization” City: Analysis of Urban Change, Theory, Action. Vol 26, No 
2-3, Pp. 261-280. 

• Friedman, John. 2011. “The good city: In defense of utopian thinking” In Insurgencies: 
Essays in Planning Theory. Routledge. Pp. 144-163. 

• Massey, Doreen and Michael Rustin. 2015. “Displacing neoliberalism”. In S. Hall, D. 
Massey and M. Rustin (eds.) After Neoliberalism: The Kilburn Manifesto. Lawrence & 
Wishart. Pp. 191-221. 

‘Concepts as devices for comparison’ paper - DUE → week 3 in CT 
 
 


