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Advanced Hindi 
HIND 3003-3503 (3 credits) 

 
India: Public Health, Gender, and Sexuality  

This syllabus is representative of a typical semester. Because courses develop and change over time to take 

advantage of unique learning opportunities, actual course content varies from semester to semester. 

 
 

Course Description 
In this course, students will advance in all the components of Hindi language, including 
reading, writing, listening, and speaking. The sequence of new grammatical topics will enable 
students to reinforce and build upon prior knowledge effectively and to grasp new topics easily, 
aimed at an advanced understanding of grammatical and sentence structure, use of complex 
tenses, and extensive vocabulary integration. Students will improve the ability to compose 
writing and engage in deep discussions beyond that of casual conversation, topics, and 
everyday navigation, focusing in-depth on themes of culture, development, environment, social 
change, politics, economics, etc.  
 
Content will focus on allowing for meaningful and informative interaction with native speakers, 
without the use of a translator, and on creating deep connections with locals, especially in the 
context of field exercises, excursions, and during the independent study project or internship. 
In addition, the course places concentration on the advancement of high-level literary aptitude, 
so that students can not only read, discuss, and draw deep meaning from newspaper content, 
short stories, poetry, etc., but begin to use Hindi-language scholarly articles as a resource in 
their courses and in the field. At this level, students are responsible for engaging in 
independent and self-driven learning to expand the vocabulary and expressions necessary for 
successful communication and literary understanding through the use of dictionaries, 
magazines, other texts, personal interviews, media, etc. A more individualized and personal 
tutorial is given to students at the advanced Hindi level. 
 
 
Learning Outcomes  
Upon completion of the course, students will be able to:  

• Acquire an understanding of the advanced grammatical structures and word-choices 
necessary for expression in highly meaningful and in-depth topics and conversation, 
especially pertaining to cultural aspects that are uniquely tied to the Hindi language. 

• Become well-versed in syntactic formulation and advanced tense forms using, for 
example, passive and active voice, compound and causative verbs, participles, pairing 
words, and conditional, conjunctive, and multi-subject sentences 

• Complete necessary field work, research, internship, and communication without the 
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use of a translator 

• Further refine ability to negotiate and navigate social/commercial transactions and 
relations in society using more descriptive and detailed communication and vocabulary 
beyond the intermediate level 

• Read newspapers, scholarly articles, short stories, poems, etc. with advanced level 
grammar; and interpret and reflect on both figurative and deeper symbolic meaning from 
such texts and literature when appropriate 

• Contribute in a meaningful way to the Hindi language through student’s own original and 
creative culturally and socially inspired writing 

• Develop a clearer and more precise accent, use of proper phonetics, and syllable stress 
found in the Hindi language 

• Gain deeper cultural insight based on language use 
 
Language of Instruction  
All classes will be conducted in Hindi. Students will be exposed to grammar and vocabulary 
related to the course content and are expected to practice and utilize learned content while 
intentionally engaging with people during field visits, home stays, and whenever the 
opportunity arises. 
 
Required Texts 
Snell, R. and Weightman, S. (2010). Teach Yourself Complete Hindi. Hodder Education.  
 
Additional readings and texts as assigned, including stories, news articles, plays, film 
segments and folk tales. 
 
 
Assignments and Evaluation 

 
Assignment Descriptions and Grading Criteria  
 
Daily Quizzes and homework: 15% 
Brief quizzes will begin every class and should be viewed as an opportunity to display your 
mastery of grammatical topics and vocabulary items. The quizzes will be based on the topic 
covered in the last class. Late arrival to class (more than 5 minutes) will result in a score of zero 
for that day’s quiz. However, students who miss class for medical reasons will be given the 
opportunity to make up for the daily quiz on the day they return to class. Although the two lowest 
quiz scores from the semester will be dropped, zeroes acquired from non-medical absence will 
be factored into your final grade. Students who score zero on daily quizzes due to a pattern of 
being late in the classes will be put on academic probation. 
 
Written Work: 
Home assignments are there to reinforce the oral material taught through classroom drills and 
grammar classes. Kindly complete the home assignments as instructed and write full sentences. 
Students are required to go through the checked/corrected home assignments and follow the 
instructions given by the language faculties. Please do not ignore the instructions. Also try your 
best to develop a good handwriting so that review of your written work is smooth. 
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In-class Oral Conversations: 25% 
These classes are based on in-depth grammar structure and extensive vocabulary used in 
meaningful relational or societal contexts and relatively complex dialogues to enhance the oral 
abilities of the learners. The phrases and dialogues will include detailed storytelling, descriptive 
expression of one’s needs or beliefs, informative discussions (For example, to tell of future plans, 
share or learn a recipe), and especially to communicate about ideas or themes in, culture, 
development, social change, contemporary issues, current affairs, history and literature. 
Students will be asked to converse in small peer groups and will be evaluated individually based 
on their efforts, meaningful participation, clarity, initiative and basic understanding of the context. 
 
Effort and Active Participation: 10% 
Attendance is mandatory and is the most fundamental aspect of participation. However, in 
addition to merely showing up, students should demonstrate active and meaningful participation 
both inside and outside the classroom. This means: 

• showing engagement and attention 
• asking questions 
• making marks and notes 
• coming to class prepared for the lesson 
• reviewing the topic of the day 
• making an effort to attend Hindi instructors’ office hours 
• Interacting in Hindi with the locals during excursions and workshops. 

Two Comprehensive Written Examinations: 25% (averaged together) 
Each cumulative exam will be 2.0 hours. These examinations will be based on the grammar 
topics covered so far. These are crucial test papers and shall be evaluated for your final grades. 
The dates and other information regarding these examinations will be shared in the calendar. 

 
Two Oral Examination and Presentation Project: 25% (averaged 
together)  
Oral Examination: 
One oral examination will be held during Week 4 in the Centre and will be approximately 15-
20 minutes. You will be asked general questions to test your mastery of grammatical structures 
and complex descriptive expression. 
 
Oral Presentation Project: 
This is an individual activity, and the student is required to present in week 10. Students choose 
their own topics for the presentation. Students should start putting their project together by 
starting early by taking classroom teaching, home stay, excursions and workshops or any other 
sites of learning as an opportunity to develop a creative and engaging project and prepare and 
practice for its oral delivery. Students should draw on their classroom and experiential 
learning’s experiences and are also encouraged to incorporate their own interests. Advanced 
Hindi students are responsible for developing an original, culturally and/or socially based 
project that reflects critical thinking, sensitive reflection, and efforts to dig deeper into Indian 
culture and society, especially as it relates to the Hindi language. Projects may also be 
supplemented by items of your choosing, including pictures and videos you have taken, 
advertisements, magazine clippings or articles. Students should feel free to take assistance 
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from language instructors and homestay families while working on the project. Advanced 
students will also write and include a 5-page polished write- up/narration of the presentation 
 
For the final presentation, each student will be given 5-10 minutes to present 
his/her/their project and will include the following criteria for evaluation: 

• Creativity 

• Vocabulary 

• Pronunciation 

• Phrase 

• Speaking skills 

• Grammar 

• Usage and presentation of comfort in Advanced Hindi beyond the Intermediate level 

• Five-page polished write-up/narration of the presentation to be turned in 

proceeding the presentation 

• Contribution to the Hindi language through original and meaningful work 

 
 
Assessment 
 

Daily Quizzes/ Class and homework (Written and Oral) 15% 

Meaningful participation in in-class oral conversation 25% 

Overall effort & participation 10% 

Two Written Examinations (averaged together) 25% 

One oral examination and oral presentation project (averaged 
together) 

25% 

 
Attendance and Participation  

Students are expected to attend and participate in all class sessions. Specific information on 
assignments will be handed out during orientation and also discussed during the semester. 
This syllabi and course schedules are subject to change in the event of extenuating 
circumstances. If you are late or absent from any activity, it is your responsibility to get in touch 
with the Academic Director and other students to check on announcements made while you 
were absent. 

 
 
Late Assignments  
SIT Study Abroad programs integrate traditional classroom lectures and discussion with field-
based experiences, site visits and debriefs. The curriculum is designed to build on itself and 
progress to the culmination (projects, ISP, case studies, internship, etc.). It is critical 
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that students complete assignments in a timely manner to continue to benefit from the 
sequences in assignments, reflections and experiences throughout the program.    
Example:  Students may request a justified extension for one paper/assignment during the 
semester. Requests must be made in writing and at least 12 hours before the posted due date 
and time.  If reason for request is accepted, an extension of up to one week may be granted at 
that time. Any further requests for extensions will not be granted. Students who fail to submit 
the assignment within the extension period will receive an ‘F’ for the assignment.    
 
 
Grading Scale 
 
94-100%  A  
90-93% A-  
87-89% B+  
84-86% B  
80-83% B-  
77-79% C+  
74-76% C  
70-73% C-  
67-69% D+  
64-66% D  
below 64 F  
 
 
Program Expectations 

Students should take responsibility for their own learning process. This involves making an 
effort to engage with the homestay family in Hindi, as well as with the larger Hindi- speaking 
environment. On excursions and workshops, students should use vocabulary they have 
learned in the classroom to interact with local people and ask questions. In addition to 
completing nightly written assignments, students are expected to review the next day’s topic 
beforehand. 

Learning a foreign language can be very challenging and is a mutual process. Teachers are 
available for extra help, but it is up to students to take the initiative to benefit from this. In order 
to reach their greatest potential in Hindi, students are encouraged to attend daily office hours, 
especially if concepts are not clear or performance on quizzes reflects a need for more 
practice on any given grammatical topic. Commitment to Hindi during the first two months can 
be of great assistance during the ISP/Internship (especially if students conduct their study in 
Hindi-speaking areas). Although students are expected to take their learning seriously, try to 
have some fun too! The confidence you will gain from success is very rewarding. 

We realize that learning Hindi might not be every student's priority. Perhaps after this semester 
you will never spend time learning Hindi again. However, we advise that you at least have an 
open mind and positive attitude towards learning and give it your best effort. Even if you do not 
feel motivated to invest energy into learning Hindi because you might not receive credit at your 
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home institution, please be sensitive to the learning rights of others by contributing to a positive 
Hindi learning environment. 
 

• Show up prepared. The course is based on group learning so you must participate 
fully. Be on time for all lectures, workshops and field trips. There are many long days 
so you must be well rested and have a clear head and have your readings completed 
and points in mind for discussion or clarification. 

 

• Assignments: All written assignments should be completed in pencil. Materials written 
in pen (after the summer assignment) will not be accepted and will have to be rewritten. 
The Hindi Final Project will also be in pencil. All components of the course   must   be   
completed satisfactorily to receive a passing grade. 

 

• Attendance: If a certificate of medical emergency is produced, extensions for daily 
quizzes and other assignments may be negotiated with the Language Instructors. If 
make-ups granted due to illness are not completed within the agreed upon time, a 
grade of zero will be recorded for that assignment. Unexcused late assignments will 
not be accepted. 

 

• Troubleshooting: While studying in India, be sure to allow extra time for serious 
obstacles such as extended power cuts or illness – please do not leave things 
to the last minute. 

 

• Classroom and Field: You are expected to act appropriately; taking notes, paying 
attention, engaging the host through careful listening, eye contact and asking 
questions. You should practice Hindi to your best abilities outside the classroom. 

 

• Comply with academic integrity policies: No plagiarism or cheating, nothing unethical. 
 
 
SIT Policies and Resources 
Please refer to the SIT Study Abroad Handbook and the Policies section of the SIT website for 
all academic and student affairs policies. Students are accountable for complying with all 
published policies. Of particular relevance to this course are the policies regarding: academic 
integrity, Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), research and ethics in field 
study and internships, late assignments, academic status, academic appeals, diversity and 
disability, sexual harassment and misconduct, and the student code of conduct. 
 
Please refer to the SIT Study Abroad Handbook and SIT website for information on important 
resources and services provided through our central administration in Vermont, such as 
Library resources and research support, Disability Services, Counseling Services, Title IX 
information, and Equity, Diversity, and Inclusion resources. 
 
 
Course Schedule 
 

https://studyabroad.sit.edu/Student-Handbook/
https://studyabroad.sit.edu/admitted-students/policies/
https://studyabroad.sit.edu/admitted-students/student-resources/
https://studyabroad.sit.edu/health-safety-and-well-being/disability-services/
https://studyabroad.sit.edu/health-safety-and-well-being/counseling-and-mental-health/
https://studyabroad.sit.edu/health-safety-and-well-being/sexual-safety-title-ix/
https://studyabroad.sit.edu/health-safety-and-well-being/sexual-safety-title-ix/
https://studyabroad.sit.edu/health-safety-and-well-being/social-identity/
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*Please be aware that topics and excursions may vary to take advantage of any emerging events, to 
accommodate changes in our lecturers’ availability, and to respect any changes that would affect student safety. 
Students will be notified if this occurs 

 
In this 3-credit course, there will be approximately 20 class sessions (1.5 hours each), two oral 
and two written examinations. Students will revise concepts they have learned through a brief 
daily quiz and daily homework assignments. In the first hour of class, grammar topics will be 
introduced/reviewed. 
 
In the second half of class time, more personalized tutorial will be given, with a focus on 
speaking and listening. This may include the use of discussions, debates and conversations 
that reflect authentic daily life and meaningful themes involving public health, gender, and 
sexuality. Class content will also include reading, writing, and listening comprehensions, using 
various sources such as articles, newspapers, stories, short movies, documentaries, songs, 
etc. Through these methods, students will adjust and alter their way of communication in Hindi 
by being exposed to deeper concepts of Indian culture, social norms, and values and by 
becoming more aware of current trends in socio, economic and political topics. 
 
Course Topics  

• Introduction to Hindi – Script & Sound 

• Personal Pronouns & To be form (Present & Past) 

• Nouns & Adjectives 

• Question framing –Yes/No, “Wh” words = “K” words. Where is….? 

• Verb: Instruction, Commands & Request (polite commands) 

• Case – Post Position, Oblique (Nouns), Oblique (Adjectives) Singular & Plural 

• Possession: to have something / to have someone 

• Tenses: Present & Past- Habitual, Progressive, Future, Subjunctive & Simple Past 

• Special Verbs: Can, Like, Want, Need, To Know, To Find, To Get 

• Comparative & Superlatives, Hi & Bhi. 

• Apna- one’s own 

• Verb- Padana- able to, Chukana - already done, Hona – have to 

• Suffix – wala with nouns, pronouns and adjectives 

• Kar form of verb –having done e.g., Jakar, Khakar 

• Co-relative actions –For example Jab – Tab, Jahan – Wahan, Jaisa – Waisa 

• Connectives – Either – Or, Neither – Nor, Whether – Or, If – Then. 

• Causative – Karwana, likhwana etc. 

• Koi – someone, Kuch – something, Kahin – somewhere. 

• Intensifier – Karana, Hona, Jana, Lena, Dena 

• Aur, Lekin, Kyonki, Par 

• Letter writing – to family and friends. 

• Story writing – writing stories with the help of pictures given. 

• Reading stories from story book 

• Essay writing – For example festival, sports 
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Conversational Practice 

 

• Fundamentals and Logistics 

• Introduction and Greetings 

• Asking for Directions and Taking to Auto Rickshaw/Taxi driver 

• Bargaining and Shopping 

• Ordering food at the restaurant 

• Time, date, and Numbers 

• Taking appointments by phone – Doctors, NGO heads etc. 

• Changing money, adding minutes to cell phones 

• Health Vocabulary 

• Higher order conversational skill development 

• Talking about the weather, clothes, food, entertainment – films, books etc., 

gender issues, and health issues in the community. 

• Describing - an incident happened, festival, marriage attended (if any) 

• Practicing and mastering scenarios common to the homestay and 

communicating, using proper etiquette, with homestay family members and 

elders 

• Developing oral proficiency in topics related to the program theme and the ISP 

topic or internship scenario 

 


