Contemporary Urban Issues (CUI)
URST-3000 (4 Credits / 60 class hours)
International Honors Program (IHP) Cities in the 21st Century
PLEASE NOTE: This syllabus is representative of a typical term. Because courses develop and change over time to take
advantage of unique learning opportunities, actual course content varies from semester to semester. In addition,
considerations of student safety may change some course content.

COURSE DESCRIPTION
Humanity faces tremendous social and ecological challenges. For the first time ever, more than half the world’s
population lives in cities and urban areas—creating tremendous challenges as well as opportunities. Contemporary
Urban Issues (CUI) brings together the diverse perspectives of the faculty courses with your extensive first-hand
experiences in cities on four continents. This course will provide you the tools to identify and analyze challenges
common to cities across continents and societies, and to distinguish such challenges from others that are rooted in
particular histories and human geographies. It will also allow you to develop the ability to make meaningful
comparisons, particularly concerning configurations of political, economic, and social power as they manifest in urban
and peri-urban spaces. Contemporary urban problems require a holistic approach, which means that you will learn to
combine methods from different disciplines in the act of signaling relevant comparisons. In addition to engaging in site
and neighborhood visits, guest lectures and doing the assigned readings, students will conduct original field research
and complete a comparative research project on an urban issue or theme of your choice. In short, the purpose of this
course is to provide you with the tools to teach yourself how to learn: how to develop and refine a research question?
How to collect and analyze information that will allow you to answer that question? How you plan to separate the
‘interesting’ from the ‘important pieces of information that will allow you to persuasively answer your question? How to
formulate an argument that will improve/challenge our understanding on the ways cities work, what are the forces
shaping them and how people make sense and organize practices in the process of building the city they/we want?
You will begin addressing these questions in New York City and will reconsider them in Buenos Aires, Hanoi and Cape
Town. In the final week of the semester in Cape Town, you will engage in a Semester Synthesis that addresses these
questions comparatively and you will also present your individual Comparative Analysis (CA) project.
COURSE METHODOLOGY
The objective of CUI is to learn to engage with the unique local resources, knowledge, and expertise that students
encounter in the four cities of the IHP Cities program. The course thus focuses on fieldwork methods, practice, and
ethics. CUI will introduce you to the rules of “informed consent” (ethics of research), in which ’informants’ are
acknowledged and informed regarding their participation in research, and become co-creators of knowledge. In CUI, the
city is the classroom for learning, as this is a research course. The readings are designed to give you the methodological
tools that will aid you to think about and implement a successful comparative research project. These tools will include
exercises on framing the research question and strategies for collecting information/data in an unfamiliar context. These
strategies will rely on active observation and consistent/detailed note taking. The information collected will directly
inform the final CA project in which you will present a single argument supported by the information/data collected and
complemented with secondary sources.
* This syllabus is representative of a typical term. Because courses develop and change over time to take advantage of unique learning
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The course includes lectures and seminar discussions, individual and group research, case studies, neighborhood days,
and homestays. Unlike a more conventional research methods course, the classroom is stretched to encompass a variety
of learning activities throughout the entire semester. The first session in each country will be the ‘here we are’ session.
This student-lead session will present some basic background information about the city/country based on readings and
basic research. Student-led presentations and syntheses are thus key components of CUI. CUI presents the best
opportunity to make the program a transformative experience, because it brings together the multiple strands running
through coursework, class discussions, site visits, neighborhood days, and guest lectures. CUI is where you, individually
and collectively, have the chance to put academic concepts and methods to the test of empirical research in the city,
and thereby realize the potential of the program as a whole. More than any other course, CUI will be what you make of
it and you will get out of this course what you put into it.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
Faculty workshops and debriefings
 To gain basic methodological and practical tools with which to read any given city through observation and
investigation guided by concepts derived from several academic disciplines (anthropology, politics, sociology,
urban planning and design, architecture, and development studies).
 To develop a shared understanding of, and commitment to, ethical research practices, which we implement
individually, and as a group, in constant reflection and discussion as new situations arise.
 To connect class discussion/readings (P+D, C+S and UP+SE) with on-the-ground experiences.
 To engage in continued critical reflection about our own positionality and how it frames the way we “read” a
particular situation and understand the “other” with different life experiences and opportunities.
Neighborhood days, site visits, guest lectures
 To examine current urban issues in terms of commonality and uniqueness; and in terms of differential access to,
and control over, power, political representation, and resources both human and natural.
 To build analytical skills in terms of power, politics, economics, ecology, and the everyday life of human groups.
 To engage with the ethics of research and develop a strong set of ethical practices to guide experiential learning,
fieldwork, and professional practice.
 To challenge ourselves and question our assumptions about the inequalities within and between cities and our
preconceptions about what a city should do or be like.
Comparative Analysis project
 Develop and implement an independent research project.
 Write an original research paper with a clear argument that is sustained by data.
 Learn to use observation-based data to develop an argument.
 Refine and practice research methods.
 Write an original research paper with a clear argument that is sustained by data.

SESSIONS AND READINGS
Class sessions of CUI focus on particular methods that will be useful in neighborhood days, case studies, and conducting
the CA project. Introductory readings are also provided for each country; students should take advantage of travel time
to familiarize themselves with the history and current events of each country we visit.

NEW YORK CITY, U.S.A.
New York City, here we are!
* This syllabus is representative of a typical term. Because courses develop and change over time to take advantage of unique learning
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Traveling faculty lead a discussion on readings and on students’ impressions as compared to expectations of New
York City. Subsequent sessions of ‘here we come and ‘here we are’ will be led by student country groups.
 Geier, Stephanie. 2015. “18 Ethnic Micro Neighborhoods in the 5 Boroughs of NYC”. Untapped Cities.
http://untappedcities.com/2015/11/13/18-ethnic-micro-neighborhoods-in-the-5-boroughs-of-nyc/
Further Reading:
 Coscarelli, Joe. 2014. “Spike Lee’s Amazing Rant Against Gentrification: ‘We Been Here!’” In New York Magazine.
http://nymag.com/daily/intelligencer/2014/02/spike-lee-amazing-rant-against-gentrification.html
 Rosenberg, Zoe. 2014. “Mapping How NYC's Housing Market Spurs Population Change”. Curbed.
http://ny.curbed.com/archives/2014/11/05/mapping_how_nycs_housing_market_spurs_population_change.ph
p
1. Workshop: Observation and note-taking
Our first CUI session will be a structured exercise to begin practicing the methods to be used toward the
Comparative Analysis project, as well as assignments in other courses. Your comparative analysis (CA) project will
rely mostly on participant observation as a source of data. This means that you will need to take careful notes on
your observations during your individual research projects, but also during site visits and neighborhood days. This
will be crucial when you write your final paper in Cape Town. We will introduce an exercise that will get you into a
rhythm of constant note-taking and reflection.
Reading (required):
 Tjora, Akselh. 2006. “Writing small discoveries: an exploration of fresh observers’ observations”. Qualitative
Research. Vol. 6, No. 4, pp. 429–451.
 Sunstein, Bonnie and Elizabeth Chiseri-Strater. 2007. “Double-entry notes” and “Learning how to look: mapping
space” Fieldworking: Reading and Writing Research. St. Martin Press. pp. 84-108 and 194-205.
Additional Reading:
 Stilgoe, John R. 1998. "Beginnings." in Outside lies magic: regaining history and awareness in everyday places.
New York: Walker and Co. pp 1-19.
 Tuan, Yi‐Fu. "Life as a field trip." Geographical Review 91.1‐2 (2001): 41-45.
2. Workshop: The Comparative Analysis (CA) project in context
The CA project is a long and complex journey that will inform much of your semester experience. In this session you
will start to explore potential ideas for your independent research project, hear from IHP Cities alumni about their
own research, and develop a panoramic view of the process so you have a sense of what to expect during the
semester.
 Vogt Eric, Juanita Brown, and David Isaacs. 2003. The Art of Powerful Questions: Catalyzing Insight, Innovation,
and Action. Pp. 1-14.
3. Workshop: Research ethics and positionality
We have ethical responsibilities in the process of learning, particularly in the settings we will be visiting. In this
session we will discuss some of the ethical considerations and sensitivities we will maintain throughout the course
and in our research. Similarly, some of these ethical considerations require reflection about our own positionality: the
way we look at and read a situation is informed by our structural position (class, race, gender) and world view.
 Ali, Rabia. 2015. Rethinking representation: negotiating positionality, power and space in the field”. Gender,
Place & Culture: A Journal of Feminist Geography. Vol. 22, No. 6, Pp. 783-800.
 Saffran, Lise. "Students Abroad: First, Do No Harm With Your Camera," The Chronicle of Higher Education,
December 6, 2015.
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Kascak, Lauren. 2014. “#instragrammingafrica: the narcissism of global voluntourism” The Society Pages.
(accessed August 19th, 2016. Refer to the copy in your Program Manual. Also see the satirical pdf of
Reductress and The Onion on your flashdrive)
AAA Ethics code
ASnA code of ethics
Listen to radio lab.org podcast ‘Yellow Rain’

Buenos Aires, here we come!
The Argentina country group presents general information (e.g. weather, currency, basic phrases, etc), current
events, and other highlights that you think the rest of the group should know before arriving. Also, the country group
leads and all students contribute on expectations of the city –what each person anticipates the city to be like.

NEW YORK ASSIGNMENTS
 Pre-departure Essays (participation)
 CA Topic Selection (5%)
BUENOS AIRES, ARGENTINA
Buenos Aires, here we are!
Country group leads a discussion on students’ first impressions as compared to expectations from the preceding
“here we come”. Country group is also responsible for leading the discussion on the required readings below,
including framing guiding questions.
 Keeling, D.J., 1996. Chapter 4 Buenos Aires: Global dreams, local crises (Vol. 49). Academy Press. Pgs: 77-116.
4. Workshop: Visual methods: photographs
Maps and photographs can also be an important source of data. In this session we will discuss the uses, potentials
and limitation of these visual resources as sources of data for your comparative analysis project.
 Becker, H.S. Visual sociology, documentary photography, and photojournalism: it’s (almost) all a matter of
context originally published in Visual Sociology 10 (1-2), 5-14.
5. Workshop: Having a conversation
Conversations—both those you purposely seek out and those that occur amid the routines of daily life—are important
sources of information. We will discuss strategies for engaging in conversations in ways that respect others while
allowing you to obtain information.
 Spradley, James. 1979. The Ethnographic Interview. Wadsworth. pp 44-53.
 Mullings, Beverley. 1999. “Insider or outsider, both or neither: some dilemmas of interviewing in a cross-cultural
setting”. GeoForum. Vol. 30, No. 4, Pp. 337-350.
6. Workshop: Mapping exercise
Our mapping exercise will be based upon our lecture we receive on disability and negotiating the city. Pay particular
attention to the differences (and potentially similarities) in your maps as they will differ from student to student.
 Lynch, Kevin. 1960, “The city image and its elements.” in The image of the city. Cambridge, MA: MIT. pp 98-102.
 Amoroso, Nadia. 2010. The Exposed City: Mapping the Urban Invisibles. Routledge. pp. 93-114.
Hanoi, here we come!
The Vietnam country group presents general information (e.g. weather, currency, basic phrases, etc), current events,
and other highlights that you think the rest of the group should know before arriving. Also, the country group leads
and all students contribute on expectations of the city –what each person anticipates the city to be like.
* This syllabus is representative of a typical term. Because courses develop and change over time to take advantage of unique learning
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BUENOS AIRES ASSIGNMENTS
 CA Portfolio Review (10%)
 Critical Reflection Paper (partial 5%)

HANOI, VIETNAM
Hanoi, here we are!
Country group leads a discussion on students’ first impressions as compared to expectations from the preceding
“here we come”. Country group is also responsible for leading the discussion on the required readings below,
including framing guiding questions.
 Van Horen, B. 2005. ‘Hanoi: City Profile’ Cities Vol. 22, No. 2, p. 161–173
7. Workshop: Reflection and analysis
Your portfolio will be your main source of data/evidence. It is from this notebook that you will craft your final paper.
In this session we will collectively address questions about the connection between data/evidence and argument. The
objective of this session is to think about the data that you have collected thus far.
 Your portfolio
8. Workshop: Developing the research question and data gathering: hearing about your project exercise
By now you should have a very good idea about your research question, the data required to answer your question,
and the places where you can obtain data. This will be a collective ‘check-in’ time to make sure you understand what
you need to do.
 Presenting your CA project (thus far) to your peers.
9. Workshop: Making an argument and supporting it with data + visual display of information
In preparation for your mid-semester presentation we will spend some time discussing some of the key elements of
the presentation. How will you effectively and efficiently convey your ideas to your audience? By this stage the link
between a research question – data/evidence – and central argument should be clear or begin to take shape.
 http://www.informationisbeautiful.net/
 http://www.visualisingdata.com/
 http://datavisualization.ch/
Cape Town, here we come!
The South Africa country group presents general information (e.g. weather, currency, basic phrases, etc), current
events, and other highlights that you think the rest of the group should know before arriving. Also, the country group
leads and all students contribute on expectations of the city –what each person anticipates the city to be like.
HANOI ASSIGNMENTS
 CA Portfolio Review (10%)
 CA Mid-Semester Presentation (15%)
 Critical Reflection Paper (partial 5%)
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CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA
Cape Town, here we are!
Country group leads a discussion on students’ first impressions as compared to expectations from the preceding
“here we come”. Country group is also responsible for leading the discussion on the required readings below,
including framing guiding questions.




Frankental, Sally, and Owen Sichone. 2005. Chapter 1 & 2. South Africa's diverse peoples: a reference
sourcebook. ABC-CLIO.
Shepherd, N. 2015. “Digging deep: a hauntology of Cape Town” in John Cherry and Felipe Rojas (eds)
Archaeology for the people: Joukowsky Institute perspectives. Oxford: Oxbow Books: pp. 96-107.
Wilson, Francis. 2011. “Historical Roots of Inequality in South Africa. Economic History of Developing Regions.
Vol. 26, No. 1: pp. 1-15.

Additional Reading:
 Brief History of Cape Town Townships
http://www.fergusmurraysculpture.com/south-africa/cape-townships-6-pages/history-of-cape-town-townships/
 Nieftagodien, Noor. 2015. “The Economic Freedom Fighters and the Politics of Memory and Forgetting”. South
Atlantic Quarterly. Vol. 114, No. 2, Pp. 446-456.
 Smith, David (ed.). 1992. The Apartheid City and Beyond: Urbanization and Social Change in South Africa.
Routledge.
 Stubbs, Aelred (ed.). 2005. I Write What I Like: Steve Biko. A Selection of his Writings. Cambridge University
Press.
 Western, J. 2002. ‘A Divided City: Cape Town.’ Political Geography 21: 711-716.
10. Workshop: Writing and presenting research
This session is a class exercise wherein we will learn as a group how to write an abstract. We will review the
fundamental structure of an abstract and you will adjust and shape your abstract accordingly. The task may seem a bit
intimidating the first time, but we hope facilitation in this manner will ease any anxieties and make for a productive
session.
11. Workshop: Final questions before presentation and final CA paper

CAPE TOWN ASSIGNMENTS
 CA Final Presentation (15%)
 CA Final Paper (30%)
 Critical Reflection Paper (partial 5%)

* This syllabus is representative of a typical term. Because courses develop and change over time to take advantage of unique learning
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DESCRIPTION OF ASSIGNMENTS
Summary:
Overall component
Break down
Comparative Analysis Project
 Topic selection (5 points)
(85 points)
 Portfolio review – Buenos Aires (10 points)
 Portfolio review – Hanoi (10 points)
 Mid-semester presentation –Hanoi (15 points)
 Final oral presentation – Cape Town (15 points)
 Final paper – Cape Town (30 points)
CUI Activities (15 points)




Participation (10 points total)
Critical reflection papers (5 points total)

I. Comparative Analysis (CA) project (85 points total)
This independent research project requires you to learn directly from primary sources (i.e., observations, conversations
and interviews that you conduct) in multiple cities, and to integrate that research with frameworks and material from
faculty courses and independent reading. Select a topic that inspires or intrigues you because you will explore it in each
city we visit.
The topic must be feasible given time in the field and duration of stay in the country. Some questions to help guide your
topic selection: Is it observable? Are my observation sites accessible by public transportation or walking? Have I
considered language barriers and how to overcome them? Attention to feasibility will ensure that your project is realistic
and achievable within the constraints of the semester’s schedule. The program’s activities and resources present
multiple opportunities that you can and should utilize to collect data for your project. Consult closely with country
coordinators and faculty to insure feasibility.
Each student’s CA project is developed during the semester in stages, with consultation and input from the faculty at
each point via conversations, meetings and Office Hours and will be graded as follows:
a) Topic Selection, New York (written feedback, no grade) Students will explore ideas and select a topic for their CA
project. Potential topics are everywhere: look at the syllabi of the other three courses. Feel free to discuss your
ideas with faculty and coordinators. Topic selections will be reviewed by the faculty and must be approved by faculty
advisors.
3 paragraphs that address the following:






Topic selection and research focus: What is the topic? Is there written material on the topic? What is/are the
preliminary research question(s) that you will investigate over the semester? Think about the type of answer
your question demands. What urban issue(s) are you addressing through the comparative analysis project?
Type / place of observations: In every city, you will need to do sustained observations of the topic you have
chosen. What type of event/activity/interaction do you want to observe? Where will you observe this topic in
every city? (NB. your notes on these observations should be in the portfolio.)
Conversations/Interviews: In every city, you will need to have at least three conversations with people about
the topic. Who will you speak with? Suggest some questions you might ask. Think about how these questions
connect with your overarching focus. (NB your notes on these conversations should be in the portfolio.)
Other research methods: Different topics may require different research methods and tools. What additional
methods or tools will you use (if any)?
Your own interest – your link with your topic: Why are you interested in investigating this topic? Why is it
important? Explain your relationship/connection (if any) to your probable CA topic and the reasons for your

* This syllabus is representative of a typical term. Because courses develop and change over time to take advantage of unique learning
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interests. What personal experiences inform your choice? How might your relationships and experiences affect
what you will see/find?
Once your topic has been approved as a viable project, you will be assigned to a faculty member who will supervise
your CA work over the semester. Your advisor will meet with you individually, guide you in the development of your
research and will grade your CA project. The reason why you have traveling faculty is for you to use us as a resource.
Do not procrastinate or wait until we ask you for a meeting. Pro-activity in this regard is vital!
b) CA Portfolio Review: Buenos Aires (10 points) and Hanoi (10 points) The CA Portfolio is an important part of the
overall experiential learning process as well as the Comparative Analysis project. Your portfolio is the primary place
to document your research process and progress and includes collecting, analyzing, and synthesizing your
experiences in the field. Your CA portfolio will include artifacts, images and observations, reflections on newspaper
and/or academic articles, site visits, lectures, and records of conversations pertaining to your CA project. Do not
assume you will remember an observation; it is a fallacy to think you will remember everything and write it down
later. The experience in each city is extremely intense and you may forget these instances by the time we arrive in
the next city. Your portfolio will be the bridge between you and your advisor and will ensure that you have all the
data needed to complete your CA project. (See appendix for more detailed information about the portfolio.) The
portfolio review sessions will be organized with your advisor and on a rolling deadline basis. This means that as the
course progresses, the deadlines will reflect both the timing of the course and the progress of your research. We
envisage portfolio feedback sessions as conversations with students; an opportunity to engage in ways that may be
limited in a written evaluation format. An oral feedback session is an opportunity to ask questions, discuss
challenges, quality and types of data gathered etc. In our experience, oral feedback has proved to be an effective
and personal mechanism for evaluation, development and improvement on CA projects.
Portfolio will be due with your faculty mentor, Kate or Rick, on a rolling basis. Your portfolio must be prepared for
submission by September 26th (though the date you will submit will be worked out together with your faculty
mentor).
Basis for portfolio assessment:
In each country:
COLLECTION
 Observations: Observe your topic for at least 8 hours. Record: a) a description of your observation(s), b) an
interpretation of what you observed, and c) a reflection about the implications of these observations on
your topic/question. Also note the date, time and place of the observation(s). You may want to complement
your observations with artifacts (such as photos, drawings, maps, etc.) that illustrate your topic and
interests.
 Conversations: Have at least three conversations about your CA topic. For each conversation: a) position the
people with whom you conversed; b) record your questions, notes from the conversations, direct
quotations, if possible, and c) your reflections on the conversations.
SELECTION
 Reflection: Reflect on your topic/question in context by relating it to readings/guest lectures/site
visits/faculty sessions. This means that you include notes from these activities and thought about how they
relate to your topic.
 Analysis: Begin analyzing what you have learned about your topic through observation, conversation,
comparison, and contextualization. Include at the end of the portfolio a preliminary list of the main themes
and categories according to which you are organizing the information gathered in your portfolio. Include
what you learned from your data, where your project is heading, and the type of things you will need to do
in the next city.

* This syllabus is representative of a typical term. Because courses develop and change over time to take advantage of unique learning
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The content & processes described above will be assessed in Buenos Aires and Hanoi (and should be utilized &
reviewed throughout the semester in each country).
b) CA Mid-Term Presentation, Hanoi (15 points). The mid-term presentation provides an opportunity to present your
findings and analysis to date and receive feedback from faculty and your peers. The presentation is an excellent
opportunity to practice your presentation skills. You can present your research in a format and style of your
choosing, but you will have only three minutes (strictly timed), to make your presentation. Include experience,
evidence, and analysis from Buenos Aires and Hanoi (and New York if relevant).
c) Comparative Analysis Project Conclusion, Cape Town (30 points). Using all the materials you have gathered
towards your CA, prepare a final essay and presentation during the last weeks of the program.

CA Oral Presentation (15 points)
In addition to the essay, students will also present their findings and analysis to fellow students, faculty, and other
members of the learning community. Your presentation—which may be, but need not be, accompanied by
drawings, photographs, or even video clips—will be (strictly) limited to eight minutes and should present your main
argument and findings, and describe and explain the research process through which you arrived at your
conclusions. You should also discuss your research questions and how these were modified in the course of your
research. You will want to practice your presentation to ensure that you can deliver it within the allotted time limit
and that it is tightly organized with a coherent flow. This will also help guarantee a solid final draft of your research
essay.
CA Oral Presentations will be evaluated on:
 Quality of oral presentation – clarity, precision, succinctness
 Organization/structure and respect for the time limit
 The logical coherence linking research question and argument using data. This means, a clear explanation of
how your data helps you answer your research question and support your argument.
 Effective use of program materials and a range of observations, conversations and any other relevant
research data
 Well-supported analysis and thorough and pertinent comparisons
CA Final Essay (30 points)
Develop an essay that presents your major findings by comparing and analyzing your topic in each city we have
visited. You will also need to present an argument for your analysis that addresses your research question and is
based on the insights (i.e. data) you have obtained over the semester. Include the following: cover page,
introduction, research question and methodology, presentation of evidence, analysis and findings, conclusion, and
references within a 3000 word limit;“brevity is the soul of wit.” Additionally, you will attach to your CA Final Essay
an appendix with 1) an annotated table of content of your portfolio, and 2) a one-page analysis of the portfolio’s
content (see Guidelines for Portfolio in appendix).
CA Final Essays will be evaluated on:
 Well-constructed argument and text, using clear, concise prose.
 Appropriate academic tone, language and referencing of sources.
 Clarity of the research question and effectiveness in addressing it with a clear argument.
 The logical coherence linking research question and argument using data. This means, a clear explanation of
how your data helps you answer your research question and support your argument.
 Effective use of program materials, observations, conversations and any other relevant research data.
* This syllabus is representative of a typical term. Because courses develop and change over time to take advantage of unique learning
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III. CUI Activities (15 points)
Participation grading for CUI is made up of two components: a student’s overall engagement in CUI activities (10 points),
and the submission of a Critical Reflection paper prior to each of the Synthesis Sessions (in Buenos Aires, Hanoi, and
Cape Town – 5 points total).
a) Participation (10 points) Assessment of participation in CUI activities is based on attendance and engagement in
program activities in each city, as described below. Students are encouraged to be an active part of the learning
community by listening, asking questions and contributing ideas to the intellectual growth of the class. We expect
that students will improve their ability to do these things over the course of the semester. Each faculty member will
participate in the assessment of student engagement and contribution to group learning.
Pre-departure Assignment: An exercise on urban issues, introducing the concept of reading a city through the study
of a contemporary controversy and visions for urban change. The assignment is not graded (although you will
receive feedback from faculty) but it is factored into your course participation.
Readings: The majority of the readings in the course provide you with methodological tools for your CA project.
Some readings will be on the ‘how to’ of collecting/using/analyzing data and will be complemented with workshop
exercise. A second set of readings will be presented and discussed during the ‘here we are’ sessions. The materials
will be available for online download. These readings (a) provide historical background on the city and the country,
(b) cover topics of current importance in each city, and (c) serve as reference material for guest lectures. A list of
city-specific readings are available in the appendix of this syllabus. They are intended to serve as a traveling
reference library, used on a flexible basis to provide background on specific issues in each city.
Neighborhood Days: Neighborhood days involve trips by small groups of students to different parts of the city. In
each city, students spend several hours investigating a particular neighborhood, practicing our research methods of
observation and engagement with local residents. Findings and experiences are shared through group presentations.
Neighborhood day presentations are not graded but are a way to receive ungraded, constructive critique on
methods, research, and presentation techniques.
Academic Synthesis: Towards the end of our stay in each city, students will participate in an Academic Synthesis
session, led by student facilitators in conjunction with faculty. Synthesis sessions are designed as a time for students
to reflect upon and discuss the most significant issues and challenges raised through experiencing and studying any
particular city. These sessions bring together material from each aspect of the learning process—readings, faculty
sessions, case studies and site visits, neighborhood days, and guest lectures—through individual and group
reflection, analysis, and discussion. The final synthesis session in Cape Town will be a broader reflection on the
learning experience throughout the entire semester.
‘Here we come’ and ‘here we are’ sessions: These are sessions in which all students participate, led by the country
group, bracketing our departure from one place and framing our arrival to the next. ‘here we come’ is usually the
last session in a country and is meant to anticipate what is to come in the next country we will visit. The session has
two parts: first, the country group will present general information (e.g. weather, currency, basic phrases), current
events, and other highlights. Then the country group will lead and all students contribute on their expectations for
the upcoming city—what each person anticipates the city to be like or what kinds of issues might be relevant for our
academic study. ‘Here we are,’ which is typically the first session once we arrive to the new city, is a way of checking
our anticipations against our initial impressions. While a place remains new and we have yet to adjust, what stands
out? what are the culture shocks? Led by the same country group, Here We Are also has two parts: first a debriefing
on our initial impressions (and how they compare to our anticipations), and second, a discussion of the readings for
the city.
Guest Lectures and panel discussions by participants in the Cities program are critical contributors for the learning
process. They include people from civil society, government, and academia who bring a range of perspectives into
* This syllabus is representative of a typical term. Because courses develop and change over time to take advantage of unique learning
opportunities, actual course content varies from semester to semester. In addition, considerations of student safety may change some course
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the conversation, which contribute to our understanding of place-specific urban issues. Lecturers may also be a
resource for your comparative analysis project.
CUI Workshops are devoted to exploring different research methods and analytical tools; the focus is on the
research process for the CA project and for skills used in course assignments.

b) Critical Reflection Paper (5 points)
Prior to the synthesis sessions students must submit a ‘Critical Reflection’ paper. This is a 1-2 page paper in which
students connect key concepts and issues explored in the city with critical self-reflection. This assignment is not akin
to a portfolio entry that reviews what you did and when. Instead, it is a space for you to critically explore the
questions and concepts that speak to you on a personal level. Perhaps there was a conversation you had during a
site visit that you can’t get out of your mind, a passage from one of the readings that moved you, a conversation
with a fellow student that challenged you, or a personal revelation that kept you up at night; elaborate on it in your
Critical Reflection Paper. While there is a grade for this paper, it will be based on the simple criterion of evidence
that the student connected intellectual inputs (lectures, neighborhood/site visits, homestay, etc.) to the personal
journey that one experiences.

Summary Table of Assignments for CUI
New York
 Pre-departure
Assignment
 Comparative Analysis
(CA) Topic Selection
 Here We ComeArgentina Group

GRADING SCALE
94-100%
A
90-93%
A87-89%
B+
84-86%
B
80-83%
B77-79%
C+
74-76%
C
70-73%
C67-69%
D+
64-66%
D
below 64
F

Buenos Aires
 Here We AreArgentina Group
 CA Portfolio Review
 Critical Reflection
paper
 Here We ComeVietnam Group

Hanoi
 Here We AreVietnam Group
 CA Portfolio Review
 CA Mid-Semester
Oral Presentation
 Critical Reflection
paper
 Here We Come-South
Africa Group

Cape Town
 Here We Are-South
Africa Group
 CA Final Oral
Presentation
 CA Final Essay

Excellent

Above Average

Average

Below Average
Fail

* This syllabus is representative of a typical term. Because courses develop and change over time to take advantage of unique learning
opportunities, actual course content varies from semester to semester. In addition, considerations of student safety may change some course
content.
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COURSE POLICIES
Attendance and Participation: All students are expected to be present at every class session, with the only exception
being illness (written note required from a non-IHP adult, e.g. homestay parent, or preferably, health care professional).
Unexcused absences and habitual lateness will result in penalties reflected in your participation grade. Students are
expected to come to class on time.
Late work: In keeping with IHP policy, papers handed in late will drop one point per day, unless permission is granted
otherwise. Course assignments are due at the beginning of the day.
Plagiarism: Each student is responsible for having read the IHP statement on plagiarism, which is available in the IHP
Student Handbook. Students are advised that the penalty on IHP for plagiarism may be “…expulsion from the program or
such other penalty as may be recommended by the Program Director, subject to approval by the Executive Director.”
Refer to the Student Handbook for IHP policies regarding academic integrity, academic warning and probation, diversity,
disability, harassment protocols, and the academic appeals process.

GUIDELINES FOR PORTFOLIO
The research portfolio (which you will keep as a souvenir of your Comparative Analysis - CA research process) will
contain everything you collect that is relevant to your topic and your research experience, such as: rough and revised
field notes, project reports, bibliographic references and reading notes; artifacts such as flyers, posters, photographs,
maps, etc. While at the beginning it may seem like a random collection of materials, over time it will become a wellorganized collection of materials/data according to the main themes and categories of your research. In that sense, your
portfolio combines two separate, but connected, activities: 1) it is the repository for everything that pertains to the
process of conducting your CA research and, 2) at the end of the course, it will represent your reflection/systematization
these materials, and show your research process as a sort of the research roadmap.
In short, your portfolio will contain a selection of materials that allow us to see connections made between different
steps in the process of your experiential learning / CA experience. Consistent progress is the key here. Progress is not
simply assessed in terms of the number of hours you have put in or the activities you have engaged in (we know you will
do a lot!), but more importantly on how well you have reflected on what you have learned at different stages of the
research process. This means how clearly and coherently you present your portfolio and how it “feeds” into the final CA
paper. Post-it notes may be useful here, because they can provide commentary on notes, artifacts, photos, etc. and can
be moved around easily. Be creative and make it work for you!
At different moments of the semester (in Buenos Aires and Hanoi), you will present to the rest of the class your
portfolio. However, we strongly encourage you to form small groups (2-4 people) and discuss what you have been
including in your portfolio, ideas you are having about the material, and patterns you are discovering.
At the end of the semester, you will turn-in as an appendix to the CA paper the following: 1) an annotated table of
contents; 2) a one-page analysis of the portfolio’s content. The annotated table of content is an inventory of the kinds of
materials collected organized in a systematic manner. The one-page analysis is a reflective commentary about the
semester-long process of collecting, selecting, reflecting, and projecting.
Below is a list of the points that we think may be especially helpful for you to visualize the idea of the portfolio:
- A portfolio is a flexible collection of working files “for tracking your learning and documenting your work throughout
the research process” (56). To keep track of your project you will move back and forth among four key activities:
collecting, selecting, reflecting and projecting”
* This syllabus is representative of a typical term. Because courses develop and change over time to take advantage of unique learning
opportunities, actual course content varies from semester to semester. In addition, considerations of student safety may change some course
content.
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Collecting materials (artifacts, photos, maps, drawings, fliers, fieldnotes, ideas, etc) (ALWAYS DATE AND PLACE).
At the beginning it is a random collection, but over time it will become a focused collection of materials that will
shape your research / field work.
Selecting the material according to emerging themes and focus (as you do this begin to think in ways of
organizing – classifying - indexing). Define and redefine the categories of data, think of it as folders or drawers in
a filing cabinet.
Reflecting on your overall data and themes. Once a week or at the beginning and at the end of each city, take
the time to reflect on the data already collected. “every item that you include in the portfolio will require
reflective writing on your part, from short fieldnote entries to longer memos to yourself. When you review your
data alongside your thinking, you’ll find options for further focus and analysis” (58)
Projecting as you look forward toward further progress and continue to form your plans. “When you look over
what you’ve read, thought, said, written, and collected, you will begin to find meanings and patterns that may
instruct you about where your work is headed” (58).

- Emphasis on the importance of reflecting through writing and reflecting on your writing. “To reflect is think about your
own thinking, to monitor the evidence of your minds work” (112). … “Stick-on notes are useful tools because their small
size forces you to summarize succinctly and they‘re easy to replace as your insights change over the course of your
project” (112).
- “The portfolio is the site of your research reflections” (p 167). It should contain reflections on artifacts, readings, and
writings. “The portfolio captures both your fieldwork and your deskwork” (167). Reflecting on the collected materials
and on your fieldnotes implies constantly asking yourself (and writing your ideas about: “How does your own personal
history affect what you have chosen? What does each artifact represent about a growing theme in your research? How
do the artifact connect to one another?” (168).
- “Think of your portfolio as a cultural site—your personal fieldsite—and the artifacts you choose to place in your
portfolio as data that teach you about your own fieldworking process. The readers of your portfolio […] will need to
know why you have collected and selected the cultural artifacts you display.” (220)
- “One of the jobs of a research portfolio is to help you synthesize what you have collected and selected. It offers you an
opportunity to reflect on what you have learned and on how your research writing fits into the larger picture of your
research.” (352)
- “A portfolio offers you the chance to sift through the chaos of piles of data and select representations that will enable
you to see what you have more easily.”
“Like a well-designed web page, it displays the items and connections (links) you‘ve selected to represent the
categories of your research, the data you have collected and the ways your thinking develops as you look it over, plan
more research, and then perhaps re-categorize further.” (412)
Source: Sunstein, Bonnie Stone and Elizabeth Chiseri Strater, 2007. Fieldworking. Reading and Writing Research. New
York: Bedford/St. Martin’s.
Additional Bibliographic References
(most texts available upon request)
The following readings are recommended for a range of purposes including introduction and in-depth material on the
city, the discipline, methods and/or concepts. Readings are intended to augment your observations, experiences, and
learning in the cities we visit. They are good resources for clarifying concepts and deepening your understanding of what
* This syllabus is representative of a typical term. Because courses develop and change over time to take advantage of unique learning
opportunities, actual course content varies from semester to semester. In addition, considerations of student safety may change some course
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you are experiencing. This list, particularly readings related to Buenos Aires, Hanoi, and Cape Town, will continue to
grow throughout the semester; ask the faculty for suggestions of additional readings.
New York City
 Angotti, Tom. 2008. New York for Sale: Community Planning Confronts Global Real Estate. MIT Press.
 Brash, Julian. 2011. Bloomberg's New York: Class and Governance in the Luxury City. University of Georgia Press.
 Dávila, Arlene. 2004. Barrio Dreams: Puerto Ricans, Latinos, and the Neoliberal City. University of California
Press.
 Freeman, Joshua. 2001. Working-Class New York: Life and Labor Since World War II. New Press
 Katznelson, Ira. 1982. City Trenches: Urban Politics and the Patterning of Class in the United States. University Of
Chicago Press.
 Low, Setha. 2006. “The erosion of public space and the public realm: paranoia, surveillance and privatization in
New York City”. City & Society. Vol. 18, No. 1, Pp. 43-49.
 Newman, Kathe and Elvin K. Wyly. 2006. “The right to stay put, revisited: gentrification and resistance to
displacement in New York City”. Urban Studies. Vol. 43, No. 1, Pp. 23–57.
 O’Connor, Alice. 2008. “The privatized city: the Manhattan Institute, the Urban Crisis, and the Conservative
Counterrevolution in New York”. The Journal of Urban History. Vol. 34 No. 2, Pp. 333-353.
 Page, Max. 2001. The Creative Destruction of Manhattan, 1900-1940. University of Chicago Press.
 Tabb, William. 1982. The Long Default: New York City and the Urban Fiscal Crisis. Monthly Review Press.
 Vormann. Boris. 2015. “Toward an infrastructural critique of urban change: Obsolescence and changing
perceptions of New York City’s waterfront.” City: analysis of urban trends, culture, theory, policy, action. Vol. 19,
No. 2-3, Pp. 356-364.
South Africa
 Field, Sean, Renate Meyer, and Felicity Swanson (eds). 2008. Imagining the City: Memories and Cultures in Cape
Town. Human Sciences Research Council.
 Fu, Albert and Martin Murray. 2014. “Glorified Fantasies and Masterpieces of Deception on Importing Las Vegas
into the ‘New South Africa’”. International Journal of Urban and Regional Research. Vol. 38, No. 3, Pp. 843–863.
 McKinley, Dale. 2015. “Labor-Community Alliances in South Africa: Reclaiming (Some of) the Past, Inventing the
Future?” South Atlantic Quarterly. Vol. 114, No. 2, Pp. 457-466.
 Mosoetsa, Sarah. 2011. Eating from One Pot: The Dynamics of Survival in Poor South African Households. Wits
University Press.
 Murray, Martin. 2008. Taming the Disorderly City: The Spatial Landscape of Johannesburg after Apartheid.
Cornell University Press.
 Nuttall, Sarah and Achille Mbembe. 2008. Johannesburg: The Elusive Metropolis. Duke University Press.
 Parnell, Susan and Edgar Pieterse(eds.) 2014. Africa's Urban Revolution: Policy Pressures. Zed Books.
 Pieterse, Edgar and AbdouMaliq Simone 2013. Rogue Urbanism: Emergent African Cities. Jacana Media.
 Roux, Edward. 1967. Time Longer than Rope: A History of the Black Man's Struggle for Freedom in South Africa.
University of Wisconsin Press.
General - Urbanization
 Brenner, Neil. 2013. “Theses on Urbanization”. Public Culture. Vol. 25, No. 1, Pp. 85-114.
 Harvey, David. 2009 [1973]. Social Justice and the City. University of Georgia Press
 Isin, Engin (ed) 2000. Democracy, Citizenship and the Global City. Routledge.
 Katznelson, Ira. 1994. Marxism and the City. Oxford University Press.
 Knox, Paul & Taylor, Peter (eds). 1995. World Cities in a World-System. Cambridge University Press.
 Lefebvre, Henri. 2003 [1970].The Urban Revolution. University Of Minnesota Press.
 Sassen, Saskia. 2002. Global Networks, Linked Cities. Princeton University Press.
 Smith, Neil. 2008 [1984]. Uneven Development: Nature, Capital, and the Production of Space. University of
Georgia Press.
* This syllabus is representative of a typical term. Because courses develop and change over time to take advantage of unique learning
opportunities, actual course content varies from semester to semester. In addition, considerations of student safety may change some course
content.
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Taylor, Peter J., Ben Derudder, Pieter Saey and Frank Witlox (eds.) 2007. Cities in Globalization: Practices,
policies and Theories. Routledge.
Bridge, Gary and Sophie Watson. 2000. A Companion to the City. Blackwell.
Pieterse, Edgar. 2008. City Futures: Confronting the Crisis of Urban Development. Zed Books.
Wachsmuth, David. 2014. “City as ideology: reconciling the explosion of the city form with the tenacity of the
city concept”. Environment and Planning D: Society and Space. Vol. 31, No. 1, Pp. 75-90.
Mukhija, Vinit, and Anastasia Loukaitou-Sideris (eds.) 2014. The Informal American City: Beyond Taco Trucks and
Day Labor. MIT Press.
Brenner, Neil and Christian Schmid. 2014. “The ‘Urban Age’ in Question”. International Journal of Urban and
Regional Research. Vol. 38, No. 3, Pp. 731-755.
Bauman, Zygmunt. 1999. “Urban space wars: On destructive order and creative chaos”. Citizenship Studies. Vol.
3, No. 2, Pp. 173-185.
Moreno, Louis. 2014. “The urban process under financialised capitalism”. City: analysis of urban trends, culture,
theory, policy, action. Vol. 18, No. 3, Pp. 244-268.

Cities of the Global South
 Dawson, Ashley. 2004. “Squatters, space, and belonging in the underdeveloped city”. Social Text. Vol. 22, No. 4,
Pp. 17-34.
 Davis, Mike. 2004. “The urbanization of empire: megacities and the laws of chaos”. Social Text. Vol. 22, No. 4,
Pp. 9-15.
 Dirlik, Arif. 2007. “Global south: predicament and promise”. The Global South. Vol. 1, No. 1, Pp. 12-23.
 Ghertner, D. Asher. 2012. “Nuisance talk and the propriety of property: middle class discourses of a slum-free
Delhi”. Antipode. Vol. 44, No. 4, Pp 1161–1187.
 Koonings, Kees and Dirk Kruijt (eds). 2009. MEGACITIES: The Politics of Urban Exclusion and Violence in the
Global South. Zed Books.
 Legg, Stephen. 2007. Spaces of Colonialism: Delhi’s Urban Governmentalities. Blackwell.
 Myers, Garth. 2011. African Cities: Alternative Visions of Urban Theory and Practice. Zed Books.
 Parnell, Susan and Edgar Pieterse (eds.) 2014. Africa's Urban Revolution. Zed Books.
 Robinson, Jennifer. 2006. Ordinary Cities: Between Modernity and Development. Routledge.
 Simone, AbdouMaliq. 2004. For the City Yet to Come: Changing African Life in Four Cities. Duke University Press.
 Smith, David. 1996. Third World Cities in Global Perspective: The Political Economy of Uneven Urbanization.
Westview Press.
 UN-HABITAT 2013. State of the World's Cities 2012-13: Prosperity of Cities. Earthscan.
 Zetter, Roger & Mohamed Hamza. 2004. Market Economy and Urban Change, Impacts in the Developing World.
Earthscan.
The neoliberal project
 Biebricher, Thomas. 2014. “Power in neoliberal thought”. Journal of Political Power. Vol. 7, No. 2, Pp. 193–210.
 Birch, Kean and Adam Tickell. 2010. “Making neoliberal order in the United States”. In K. Birch and V.
Mykhnenko (eds.) The Rise and Fall of Neoliberalism. The Collapse of an Economic Order? Zed Books. Pp. 42-59.
 Boas, Taylor and Jordan Gans-Morse. 2009. “Neoliberalism: From New Liberal Philosophy to Anti-Liberal Slogan”.
Studies in Comparative International Development. Vol. 44, No. 2, Pp. 137-161.
 Brown, Wendy. 2015. Undoing the Demos: Neoliberalism's Stealth Revolution. Zone Books.
 Burgin, Angus. 2012. The Great Persuasion: Reinventing Free Markets since the Depression. Harvard University
Press.
 Calhoun, Craig and Georgi Derluguian (eds) 2011. The Deepening Crisis: Governance Challenges after
Neoliberalism. NYU Press.
 Connell, Raewyn and Nour Dados. 2014. “Where in the world does neoliberalism come from? The market
agenda in southern perspective”. Theory and Society. Vol. 43, No. 2, Pp. 117-138.
* This syllabus is representative of a typical term. Because courses develop and change over time to take advantage of unique learning
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de Soto, Hernando. 2003. The Mystery of Capital: Why Capitalism Triumphs in the West and Fails Everywhere
Else. Basic Books.
 Duménil, Gérard and Dominique Lévy. 2011. The Crisis of Neoliberalism. Harvard University Press.
 Ganti, Tejaswini. 2014. “Neoliberalism”. Annual Review of Anthropology. Vol. 43, Pp. 89-104.
 Hackworth, Jason. 2006. The Neoliberal City: Governance, Ideology, and Development in American Urbanism.
Cornell University Press.
 Hayek, Frederik. 2007 [1944]. The Road to Serfdom. University of Chicago Press.
 Mirowski, P. and D. Plehwe (eds.) The Road from Mont Pèlerin: The Making of the Neoliberal Thought Collective.
Harvard University Press.
 Moody, Kim. 2007. From Welfare State to Real Estate: Regime Change in New York City, 1974 to the Present. The
New Press.
 Peet, Richard. 2003. Unholy Trinity: The IMF, World Bank and WTO. Zed Books.
 Perkins, John. 2004. Confessions of an Economic Hit-Man. Berrett-Koehler Publishers.
 Venugopal, Rajesh. 2015. “Neoliberalism as concept”. Economy and Society. Vol. 44, No. 2, Pp. 165-187.
 Therborn, Göran. 2012. “Class in the 21st century”. New Left Review. No. 78, Pp. 5-29.
Urban governance / smart-global cities
 Brenner, Neil. 2004. New State Spaces Urban Governance and the Rescaling of Statehood. Oxford University
Press.
 Chatterjee. Partha. 2006. The Politics of the Governed: Reflections on Popular Politics in Most of the World.
Columbia University Press.
 Devas, Nick. 2004. Urban Governance Voice and Poverty in the Developing. Routledge.
 Grindle, Merilee. 2012. “Good governance: the inflation of an idea.” In B. Sanyal, L. Vale and C. Rosan (eds).
Planning Ideas That Matter: Livability, Territoriality, Governance, and Reflective Practice. The MIT Press. Pp. 259282.
 Guarneros-Meza, Valeria and Mike Geddes. 2010. “Local Governance and Participation under Neoliberalism:
Comparative Perspectives”. International Journal of Urban and Regional Research. Vol. 34, No.1, Pp. 115-129.
 Magnusson, Warren, 2011. Politics of Urbanism: Seeing like a City. Routledge.
 Pierre, Jon. 2011. The Politics of Urban Governance. Palgrave Macmillan.
 Smets Peer. 2009. “Disconnected from society? Gated communities: their lifestyle versus urban governance”.
The Urban Reinventors, Online Journal. Issue 3, Pp. 1-24.
 Ward Kevin. 2000. “A critique in search of a corpus: re-visiting governance and re-interpreting urban politics”.
Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers. Vol. 25, No. 2, Pp. 169–185.
 Hambleton, Robin and Jill Simone Gross (eds.). 2007. Governing Cities in a Global Era Urban Innovation,
Competition, and Democratic Reform. Palgrave.
 Carley, Michael. 2000. “Top-down and bottom-up: the challenge of cities in the new century”. In M. Carley, P.
Jenkins, and H. Smith (eds) Urban Development and Civil Society: The Role of Communities in Sustainable Cities.
Earthscan. Pp. 3-14.
 Goldman, Michael. 2011. “Speculative urbanism and the making of the next world city”. International Journal of
Urban and Regional Research. Vol. 35, No. 3, Pp. 555-581.
 Klauser, Francisco, Till Paasche, and Ola Söderström. 2014. “Michel Foucault and the smart city: power dynamics
inherent in contemporary governing through code” Environment and Planning D: Society and Space. Vol. 32, No.
5, Pp. 869-885.
 Ghertner, D. Asher. 2011. “Gentrifying the state, gentrifying participation: elite governance Programs in Delhi”.
International Journal of Urban and Regional Research. Vol. 35, No.3, Pp. 504–532.
 Rao, Ursula. 2010. “Making the global city: urban citizenship at the margins of Delhi”. Ethnos. Vol. 75, No. 4, Pp.
402–424.
Gated communities / gentrification
 Ghertner, D. Asher. 2015. “Why gentrification theory fails in ‘much of the world’”. City: analysis of urban trends,
culture, theory, policy, action. Vol. 19, No. 4, Pp. 552-563.
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Atkinson, Rowland and Gary Bridge (eds). 2005. Gentrification in a Global Context: The New Urban Colonialism.
Routledge.
Brown-Saracino, Japonica. 2010. The Gentrification Debates: A Reader. Routledge.
Caldeira, Teresa. 2001. City of Walls: Crime, Segregation, and Citizenship in Buenos Aires. University of California
Press
Davis, Mike. 2006 [1990]. City of Quartz: Excavating the Future in Los Angeles. Verso.
DeSena, Judith. 2009. The Gentrification and Inequality in Brooklyn: New Kids on the Block. Lexington Books.
López-Morales, Ernesto. 2015. “Gentrification in the global South”. City: analysis of urban trends, culture, theory,
policy, action. Vol. 19, No. 4, Pp. 564-573.
Low, Setha. 2001. “The Edge and the Center: Gated Communities and the Discourse of Urban Fear”. American
Anthropologist. Vol. 103, No. 1, Pp. 45-58.
Maurrasse, David. 2006. Listening to Harlem: Gentrification, Community, and Business. Routledge.
McKenzie. Evan. 1996. Privatopia: Homeowner Associations and the Rise of Residential Private Government. Yale
University Press.
McKenzie. Evan. 2011. Beyond Privatopia: Rethinking Residential Private Government. Urban Institute Press.
Nightingale, Carl. 2012. Segregation: A Global History of Divided Cities. University Of Chicago Press.
Smith, Neil. 1996. The New Urban Frontier: Gentrification and the Revanchist City. Routledge.
Smith, Neil. 2002. “New globalism, new urbanism: gentrification as global urban strategy”. Antipode. Vol. 34, No.
3, Pp. 427–450.
Weber, Rachel. 2002. “Extracting value from the city: neoliberalism and urban redevelopment”. Antipode. Vol.
34, No. 3, Pp. 519-540.

Housing / informality / degraded neighborhoods
 Desai, Vandana and Alex Loftus. 2013. “Speculating on slums: infrastructural fixes in informal housing in the
global south”. Antipode. Vol. 45, No. 4, Pp 789–808.
 Doshi, Sapana. 2013. “The politics of the evicted: redevelopment, subjectivity, and difference in Mumbai’s slum
frontier”. Antipode. Vol. 45, No. 4, Pp 844–865.
 Durand-Lasserve, Alain and Lauren Royston (eds). 2002. Holding Their Ground Secure Land Tenure for the Urban
Poor in Developing Countries. Earthscan.
 Glynn, Sarah. (ed) Where the other Half Lives: Lower Income Housing in a Neoliberal World. Pluto Press.
 Herring, Chris and Manuel Lutz. 2015. “The roots and implications of the USA's homeless tent cities”. City:
analysis of urban trends, culture, theory, policy, action. Vol. 19, No. 5, Pp. 689-701.
 Neuwirth, Robert. 2004. Shadow Cities: A Billion Squatters, a New Urban World. Routledge.
 Tipple, Graham & Kanneth Willis. 1991. Housing the Poor in the Developing World: Methods of Analysis, Case
Studies and Policies. Routledge.
 UN Habitat. 2004. The Challenge of Slums: Global Report on Human Settlements 2003. Earthscan.
Right to the city
 Brenner, N., P. Marcuse, M. Mayer (eds) 2011. Cities for People, Not for Profit: Critical Urban Theory and the
Right to the City. Routledge.
 Fainstein, Susan. 2011. The Just City. Cornell University Press.
 Lopes de Souza, Marcelo. 2015. “From the ‘right to the city’ to the right to the planet”. City: analysis of urban
trends, culture, theory, policy, action. Vol. 19, No. 4, Pp. 408-443.
 Harvey, David. 2012. Rebel Cities: From the Right to the City to the Urban Revolution. Verso.
 Marcuse, Peter et at (eds) 2011. Searching for the Just City: Debates in Urban Theory and Practice. Routledge.
 Mitchell, Don. 2003. The Right to the City: Social Justice and the Fight for Public Space. The Guilford Press.
 Pinder, David. 2015. “Reconstituting the possible: Lefebvre, utopia and the urban question”. International
Journal of Urban and Regional Research. Vol. 39, No. 1, Pp. 28-45.
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Public spaces
 Amin, Ash. 2008. “Collective culture and urban public space”. City. Vol. 12, No. 1, Pp. 5-24.
 Avritzer, Leonardo. 2002. Democracy and the Public Space in Latin America. Princeton University Press.
 Caldeira, Teresa. 2012. Imprinting and Moving Around: New Visibilities and Configurations of Public Space in
Buenos Aires”. Public Culture. Vol. 24, No. 2, Pp. 385-419.
 D'Arcus, Bruce. 2004. “Dissent, public space and the politics of citizenship: riots and the `outside agitator'”.
Space and Polity. Vol. 8, No. 3, Pp. 355-370.
 Goheen, Peter. 1998. “Public space and the geography of the modern city”. Progress in Human Geography. Vol.
22, No. 4, Pp. 479-496.
 Herzog, Lawrence.2006. Return to the Center: Culture, Public Space, and City-Building in a Global Era. University
of Texas Press.
 Irazábal, Clara (ed). 2008. Ordinary Places Extraordinary Events: Citizenship, Democracy and Public Space in Latin
America. Routledge.
 Low, Setha and Neil Smith (eds.). 2005. The Politics of Public Space. Routledge.
 Orum, Anthony and Zachary P. Neal (eds.). 2010. Readings and Reflections on Public Space. Routledge.
 Parkinson, John. 2012. Democracy and Public Space: The Physical Sites of Democratic Performance. Oxford
University Press.
 Sendra, Pablo. 2015 “Rethinking urban public space Assemblage thinking and the uses of disorder”. City: analysis
of urban trends, culture, theory, policy, action. Vol. 19, No. 6, Pp. 820-836.
 Springer, Simon. 2011. Public Space as emancipation: meditations on anarchism, radical democracy,
neoliberalism and violence”. Antipode. Vol. 43, No. 2, Pp 525–562.
Citizenship, contentious politics and social movements
 Álvarez, Sonia, Evelina Dagnino and Arturo Escobar (eds) 1998. Culture of Politics, Politics of Culture: Re-visioning
Latin American Social Movements. Westview Press.
 della Porta, Donatella and Sidney Tarrow (eds.) 2004. Transnational Protest and Global Activism. Rowman &
Littlefield Publishers.
 Desai, Ashwin. 2002. We Are the Poors: Community Struggles in Post-Apartheid South Africa. Monthly Review
Press.
 Hou, Jeffrey (ed) 2014. Insurgent Public Space: Guerrilla Urbanism and the Remaking of Contemporary.
Routledge.
 Isin, Engin (ed) 2000. Democracy, Citizenship and the Global City. Routledge.
 Isin, Engin and Greg Nielsen (eds) 2008. Acts of Citizenship. Zed Books.
 Kymlicka, Will. 1995. Multicultural Citizenship: A Liberal Theory of Minority Rights. Clarendon Press.
 McAdam, Doug, Sidney Tarrow, Charles Tilly. 2001. Dynamics of Contention. Cambridge University Press.
 McAdam, Doug, John D. McCarthy, Mayer N. Zald (eds.) 1996. Comparative Perspectives on Social Movements:
Political Opportunities, Mobilizing Structures, and Cultural Framings. Cambridge University Press.
 Merrifield, Andy. 2013. The Politics of the Encounter: Urban Theory and Protest under Planetary Urbanization.
University of Georgia Press.
Urban environmental issues
 Peet, Richard, Paul Robbins, and Michael Watts (eds.). 2011. Global Political Ecology. Routledge.
 Forsyth, Tim. 2003. Critical Political Ecology: The Politics of Environmental Science. Routledge.
 Okereke, Chukwumerije. 2008. Global Justice and Neoliberal Environmental Governance: Ethics, Sustainable
Development and International Co-operation. Routledge.
 Martine, George, Gordon McGranahan, Mark Montgomery and Rogelio Fernández-Castilla (eds.). The New
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